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ſibly receive no gratification from the 
peruf al of them; but for ſuch readers * 


HE following Poems: and Rilays 
were written to relieve the tedious 
hours of pain and ſickneſs. The Reader 
who! ſeeks for amuſement only, may poſ- 
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To the humble and pious Chriſtian, 


who feels the preſſure of ; diſtreſs, and ſeeks £2 
in religion for that ſupport and conſcla- 
tion which nothing elſe can beſtow; to 

. 5 him 
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im / is preſented an ex ample of; patience 
ami reſignatidn which no E could b 
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che / pride of iBtoici * 
obbchmſesling profperity. Tbe Author of 
theie eee keeneſt 1nd 
„r her for 1 years, fo prime 
of life, to conſtantly increaſing ſufferings; 


but ſhe found, in the principles which are 
here laid down, ſuch motives of conſo- 
lation as rendered her ſuperior to all the 
ſorrows of life, and to the lin gerin g tor- 


tures of a moſt painful death, 
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e who! were breknt us MT awful 
ſcene, canineed no othet evidenes ai fu 
port of a truth which the reader will fin 
often repeated in theſe Eſſays, viz. that 
*>truagh "Religion cannot prevent tofles 
2 and diſappointments, pains and ſorrows; 
yet in the midſt of them all and hen 
<ievery earthly -pledfare "Falls; ll cams 
{2mandsy'in inſtructs, t enables ius vi 
+behappys? f 0 off bon ¹˖Wi. 
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| Ode to Hope 


Elegy on the Death of Mr. Garrick. 


A Ballad 
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To Miſs - 
Louiſa; a Tale 


Envy; a Fragment 
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On Senſibility 
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On the Character of Lætitia 


On Politeneſs 


On the Character of Curio 


On Candour 
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| Celeſtial Horx, thou gift divine! 7 

Sweet balm of grief, Q fill be wine! 
When pains torment, and cares anne 
Thou only canft their force aba, 


are falſe and vai 
attend 


Tho? oft thy joys are 
The! anxigus de 


—_— 


| And gild the gloom which ſhades this Mortar tate. 
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FExD to the wretch whoſe boſom knows no joy! 
Parent of bliſs beyond the reach of ul... | 
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"NY ODE e HOPE. 
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Tho? 1 mocks thy gare, 
And points the way to fell deſpair, r 

Vet ſtill my ſecret ſoul ſhall own thy pow T5 5 
In ſorrows bittereſt pang, in pleaſure's gayeſt hour. 


a * 


For from the date of Reaſon's birth, 5 
That wond'rous pow'r was given, . COD LP «| 


To ſoften every grief on earth, 1», 
To raiſe the ſoul from \ thoughtleſs mirth, Þ 


8 2 9 . 


And wing its flight to heaven: och 4950 18 J 


Nor pain, nor pleaſure, can its force ebnen, wolg 1 
In every varied ſcene it points to future j Joy. 


Non 3}; II. CC 
Fancy, wave thy airy pinions, 9 ds 
* F * Zn 31 94 . 
Bid the ſoft ide riſe, oh 
Spread e oer all thy wide Wi „ r 
i 145 3438 1 420 k- F* 15 If | 
Vernal ſweets and cloudleſs uh 


* MS Ks a Ae. "24 Ae „ 50 T 
And lo! on yonder verdant plain 


3 1 2 It } bc. 


WIT 4 a if 6 * 2 A 
"A lovely youthful train appear, N n 


8 1 at 
Their gentle earts have felt no pain, 
Their guiltleſs boſoms know n no fear: i 
A Wells x 82 202 
1 5 
[4 \ 


ODE ro HOPE. 
| 252 55 


In each gay PLN monde new deli ht _ 2 
Vet fancy gayer proſpe&ts {till behind. 


{ Where are the ſoft deluſions "TY 


Muſt wiſdom teach the Gout: to mourn? 


Return, ye days. of ignorance, return! 
Before my eyes your fairy viſions SP 
Alas] thoſe viſions charm no more, 
__ pleaſing dream of youth is oer, 
Far other thoughts muſt now the ſoul employ, | 
It glows with other Ie? it pats for other 3 Joy- 


The trumpet ſounds to war; | 


Loud ſhouts re-echo from the mountain 's ſide, 


The din of battle thunders from afar, 


The foaming torrent rolls a crimſon tide— 


The youthful warrior” 's breaſt with ardour glows, 


In thought he triumphs 0 er ten thouſand bes; 


Elate with hope he ruſhes on, 
Tue battle ſeems already w won, | 
: 211 $083 * BY" 5 * 
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1d hoſts before him Wa tie +17 
His heart e fancied victory, d i ey 
Nor heeds the flying ſhaft, nor thinks of gary nigh. 2 
Methinks I ſes him now 
ö | | Fallen his ereſt- his glory 8 
5 The opening laurel faded on his brow—- - e 


: Silent the trump of his aſpiring 4 e 
No future age ſhall hear his name, 
But darkneſs ſpread around her fable gloom 
And deep oblivion reſt upon hie tom. 
tau Vero zo 1 0129 
| Thro' ſeas unknown, to diſtant lands, 


In queſt of gain the bold adventurer W ) 
bauots: Fearleſs roves os Afric 8 fands, val _ 3 
India's. Nan, or Zemdla's buen. 
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E | hend hy Hor beben. 
| | Laura een un real Ni, 


And future i — in d neben 4. 5 
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| Yet all his bliſs a mometit/may'deftroy,”' | 
* are * eee uncertain all his y. 


Atta eo ais ! tent vi hari 8 
cit ant Ny ren, FY ir. bf 
Hark hobbit Phaſe 
Calls to youder roſy bo] r 
There ſhe ſcatters all hdr treaſure} 1 
There exerts her magic pow!ry! © 
Liſten to the pleaſing call, K bur Hit 249770 eh 4:55 
Follow, Mortalsg fullow al.. 
Lead the dance, and fpread the feaſt, 0 bn 
Rane is heard TER 97 601 3 GD BEIT ES 
And Pleaſure'sſprightly voice the hills and dales reſound, 
Whence roſe that ſecret ſigh?— 


What . 


Wait thee now, xs Lic: my 1 
That e'er nn Oy ee ir oo 
The eee abe An? 27 
Still parkies ſome new deſires; | 5 1 303 bak 
And every wiſh vbtair'd, it fighs and pants for more. 
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ODE To HOPE. 


Are theſe, O Horx, the glories of thy reign, 


The airy dreams of Fancy and of Youth ? 
Muſt all thy boaſted pleaſures lead to pain? 
Thy joys all vaniſh at the light of truth? 


Muft wretched man, led by a meteor fire, 


To diſtant bleſſings fill 1 
Still with ardour ſtrive to ain 


Joys he oft purſues in vain, 

| Joys which ee ae . N 
And when at length the fatal Wurde come, 
And death prepares th”. irrevocable doom, 
Mourn all his darling hopes at once deftroy'd; 
And ſigh to leave that bliſs he ne'er enjoy'd? 


n 
* * 1 p KS 
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And every vain deluſive fear controul !” 


Let real glory charm my wond' ring eyes, . 
And real happineſs enchant my ſoul ! 
Hail glorious dawn of everlaſting day! | 
Tho- faintly i ſeen at diſtance here, 
Tyy beams the ſinking heart can 3 1 


. 
£ 


+# 
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And light the weary e is way: 
" NY Sammer . 0 


In bat in a Kill che fame, 

It ſceks that heav in from whence it came, 
And ſcorns all meaner joys, all tranſient woes. 

The ſoul for perfect bliſs deſign d 

Strives in vain that bliſs to fing 

Till wing d by Hor k at length it lies 


Beyond the narrow bounds of earth, and air, and ties: A 
| „en FFF od 
\ 1 4451.” ME 55>; | at + 534 He mano df 
Still che let TEE + ai} bas 
Fix'd on true ſubſtantial joy: 
Dangers then ſhall threat in vain, 
Pains torment, or cares annoy "HS" bY 
Then ſhall ev'ry guiltleſs pleaſure 
Smile with charms unknown before, 
| Hop, ſegure in real treaſure, + + 
Mourn her blaſted joys no more: Waal ASHE 


1S 


* ODE r HOPE. 


Then tho each revolving year; 0 l b 
Tho? earthly glories fade away, 
Tho? youth, and Nrength, "2nd life IG 
Yet ſtill more bright the profpet ſhall: _ 7 
Happier Hill the lateſt day, 
Brighteſt far the parting ray. 

O'er life's laſt ſeene celeſtial beams mall ſhine, = 
Till deadh at length all burſt the chain, 
While ſongs of triumph found on high; 

Then _ mers her Wee 
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And Never | ring joy, in heaven $ full | glories rei gn. 
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HE laſt fad rites were done—the ſacred ground. . 
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Was clos 'd—and Gaxnice” 8 duft to duſt return 
F . a | . iT: 2 A 553: 6 $5 he Et +. ; 94 3 2 as 
In life, in death, with general honours crown'd, | 
3 | En 74 * 1. : 
, A nation own'd his worth—applauded—mo 2 8 
| "SILLF 12 BI) | i 
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. For who, like him, could every ſenſe controul, 
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| To SHAKESPEARE'sS felf, new charms, new force, 
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Oft when his nme m3 YG 
Gave life 10 thoughts which words could ne'er reveal, 

| The voice of praiſe auwhile was heard no more, bak 

All gaz'd in filence, and could only feel. i501 


Each thought ſuſpended in a general pauſ̃q̃q̃ 
All ſhar'd his paffions, and forgot their own= - 
Till rous'd at length, in thunders of applauſe, N 

| Thr accordant dictates of each heart were kn.. 

0 ll ber ever toi our wond 'ring view Le Sir ons I 
Ver faithful memory: ſhall preſerve thy lat = WW | 

Even diſtant times. s thy h honours ſhall teten, of 0H 
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afing thro? the lonely. iſle I 10 b Ns 
| Recall'd: the wonders of his matchleſspowts.,: Gol A 2 
While all unheeded paſs'd ths filent hours. 
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With mournful a awe Ltrodthe rod hneng NO 
Where kings and heroes ſleep i in long repoſo, 


And trophies mould'ring ee e JT 


Proclaim how frail the life which fame beſtows; / 


Now ſunk the laſt faint beam: of cloſing 15 | 
Each form was, loſt, and buſh'd was e found, *- 
All, all was ſilent as the ſleeping clays: eL 0 N 
And darkneſs * her ſable vail around Wa T 


At once, methought, a a more han midnight gloom | JARS 
With death-like error chill'd my throbbing breaſt 


When lol a voicedeep murmuring from 
Theſe aweful accents on my ſoul impreſꝰ d — 


Vain are the glories of a nation's praiſe, 
< The boaſt. of wit, the pride of genius, valley © 
A long, long nightſucceeds the tranſient blaze, 


„ Where darkneſs, ſolitude; i. a Hats 
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© « Like phwrchilh blaſt eat nmalcems Ove _— 
They paſs away nor reach the duſt below. 2 


* One virtudas devs, to all the world unknown, l 
” Ourwrighs the higheſt bliſs which theſe can give, 
In ſickneſs triumph, and in death ſurvive. 


« ie peakpain co ay foul appar | fol mad 7 


« Not fuck the triumphs of the good andjult, | 
Not ſuch the 
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“ With never- fading luſtre ſtill i ſhall ſhine a ) 33 
“Go then, to heaven devote thy utmoſt pow?tz +:(;.] ©" 
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And know - whoe er thou art - the prise is Thine.“ 
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 *Rerorn; return, my hapleſs _ 
. ſeek the fatal place 

Where thoughtleſs crowds expeSting ſand, 
« To ſee thy child's 8 8 8 


of 5 3 8 a 1 


* This little PozM was occaſioned by the following fact: A poſt- 
boy was apprehended on ſuſpicion of ſtealing a bank- note from a letter, 
| which the author, at the requeſt of a friend, had conveyed to the 
poſt-office. This circumſtance obliged her to appear as an evidence 
againſt the unfortunate young man, where ſhe was witneſs to the diſ- 
treſs of his aged parents, who were waiting at the door of the Hall, to 
learn the event of a trial which was to decide on the life of anonly ſon. 


The innocence of his i my n very evident, the youth was 
a 


ce * Methinks I ſee the judges ſet, 
j RP be The council all attend, 
[ lf ce And Jemmy trembling at the bar, 
& Bereft of . friend. 


* A 
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ce How ſhall a mother? s eye "IG 


| 160 "Ihe dreadful ſight to 1 
[ < Return, return, my hopleſs ſpouſe, 


f « And leave the taſk to me. 


« perſuade me not, my faithful love, 
« Perfuade me not, to go, 
But let me ſee my Jemmy's face, 
e And ſhare in all his Wos. 


8 Tl kneel before his judge's feet, 
“And prayers and tears employ— 


For pity take my wretched liſe, 
| But ſpare my darling = 


| « When crvinblingy A tut, oH 
My heartfelt ſorrows. flow, 

« fan ſure, the hardeſt heart will melt 
" To ſee a mother's Woo. 


« How did 1 ku inf eats MIT. 
* Throꝰ fond affection blind! 

« And hop'd the comfort of an 
« In Jemmp's lore to find. (lungs # 


60 Oft * he join d the youthful ming 

. And roy 'd the woods among, NYE 2 
* many a wiſhful look I ſent, 3s Jatt bad 7? 
« And thought he ſtaid too len. 


« And when at length I ſaw my boy 
Come bounding oer the plain, 
< (The ſprightlieſt of the ſprightly. ama. I'm 
< The foremoſt of the train.) 4 55 
B 
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«© How have 1 gaz'd with fond delight, K 
« His harmleſs joy to ſee, 2 

« As home he brought a load of flow'rs, 
And choſe the beſt for me.. 


„Why would ſt thou ſeek the noiſy town, 


Where fraud and cunning dwell? — 
« Alas!. the heart that knows no guile 
Should chooſe the humble cell. | 


ary 


< dg might Iſtill with eagerj nx W 3 


e . — a h/ 


F 


« In bitter. ſorrow men. 
e 
40 (O wond'rous tale to tell!) 
« I heard a mournful ſolemn/ſound— 
* Methought *twas n. n ab # 


Fg 


& And oft amidſt the dreary gloum 


< J heard a diſmal groan— 


* And oft I felt a clay-cold hand 


« Which fondly preſs'd my on. 


cc Anon I heard the ſound confus'd 
"= Of all the ruſtic train, & 100 , 


« And Jemmy's fainting trembling Voice 


ce For pity begg d i in vain. 11.5 13411 81 
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« Methought I ſaw the fatal co, 
I faw him dragg'd ale 


1 vs 


I ſaw him ſeiz'd”——She 0 go, ores. 


For anguiſh ſtopp'd her tongue. 


Her faithful partner gently ſtrove OY 
Her ſinking heart to cheer, . | 
But while his lips of n 


He could not hide a tear. 
ca 
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Nor hetd a vtetched father's tears, | 


| Sudden ſhe ſopp'd—for now in view ACh 2571 


7 Chill horror 212 "a her Riffen'd frame, fr 


| 


/ 


A BALLA D. 


To her alike was vain;  - 


Her thought ſtill dwelt on qe I 


Her lips on Jemmy's name. 


Thus on, the mournfal pair apart 
And reach'd the fatal place, 

Where thoughtleſs crowds were pather'd roi” 
To ſee their child's 9 | 


Such crowds as Yun with idle pate | 


« * * 
=o Irs: 
* 4 , „ _ 


Alike to every thew; 


1 0 1 
* 4 ” 


Nor 1 a mother s woe. 


The crowded Hall appear'd— : 


Her voice no more was as heard, 


TRE ES 


She could not move, ſhe could not | weep, 
Her hands were claſp'd on high; 
And all her ſoul in eager ge 
Seem' d ſtarting from her eye. 8 


For her the huſband trembled now 
With tender, dont fear 

« O Lucy, turn and ſpeak to me!“ 
But Lucy could not hear. | 


Still fix'd ſhe ſtood in filent woe, 
Still gazing on the door; 

When 101 a "murmur thro* the croud 

Proclaim'd the trial ver. 

At once the blood forſook Ber cheek, 

ler feeble ſpirits fled; — 

When Jemmy flew into her arms, 

And rais'd her drooping head. 


22 "iO SLE AD. 


The well-known voice recall'd her ſoul, 
She claſp'dhim to her breaſt ;j—— 


O joy too vaſt for words to tell! 


» . — —— wn nt — — — —— 
- * — — Pol Es ANI 
T vt = FER — 5 ka 2 ; r= 2 
CT rr —— — . 22 — : . 
- — — r * * 


; Let Fancy paint the reſt. 
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\ ITH bow unſtrung, and arrows broke, 


& Ah! where i is now that boaſted | pow't 'r, 
« Which kings and heroes once confely'd? 


gum 


| I try my arrows. o'er and o'er, 


4 d Ny 2 


But find they cannot reach the breaſt. 
C 4 


24 


I ſeek the rooms, the play, the ball, 
Where beauty ſpreads her brighteſt charms ; 


gut loſt in crowds my arrows fall, 


Vet real pleaſure is not there, 


LO: ; 


&« And Pleaſure flights my feeble arms. 5 


* * *,# * 3 


« A phantom ſtill deludes their aim; 
« In Diffipation' s careleſs air 


<6 They ſeek her charms, but ſeek in vain, 


<$- 


„ But from her hand 1060 neber can x harm, ; 
« For ſtill ſhe turns aſide the blow; 
Not Beauty's ſelf with Pride can charm. | 
6 Coquetry here with roving eyes, 
* Quick darts a thouſand” arrows round; 
* She thinks to conquer by furprize— Sth 
But ab! thoſe! arrows never wound, 


Li O VG "3 25 


Here Cunning boaſts to guide their courſe. 
With cautious aim ne deſign; 
Hut ſtill ſhe checks their native force 

„ Touch'd * ber 0 they drop f from mine. 


Here AﬀcQation e bus 2 
| „ Which elſe had Adee „ 
4 The charms of Art can ne'er beguile —— 
But where ſhall Nature's charms be found ? 


While theſe their various arts eſlay, | 
e And vainly ſtrive to gain the heart. 
« Good-Senſe diſdainful turns away, | | 
And Reaſon ſcorns my pointleſs dart. 


No Yet they to Love were once ally d, 5 
For Lovs could « ev "ry joy aiſpenſe, 
ce Sweet Pleaſure ſmil'd by Virtue's ſide, 

« And Lovg was pair'd with Innocence. 


"= Ov. 


« Fair Venus claſp'd her darling child, 


« And gently ſooth'd his anxious breaſt; -- 


< Reſume thy darts, ſhe ſaid, and ſmil'd, 
4 Thy wrongs ſhall quickly be redreſs'd.” 


&« With artlefs bluſh and gentle mein, ” 


« With charms unknowing pride or care, 


With all the graces in her train, 
. My lovely *Anwa ſhall appear. 


= Go then, my boy, to earth again, 5 
« Once more aſſume deſpotic power, 
« For Modeſty with her ſhall reign, _ 


And Senſe and Reaſon ſhall adore,” - 


* Miſs ANNE MIL; now Mrs. DX. 
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3 2 
THEN TWO YEARS OLD. 


RISES 
1 


Sw RET bloſſom, opening to the beams of day! 
Dear object of affection's tender care! a 5 93 
For whom ſhe gently ſmooths the painful way, 2 15 
Inſpires the anxious wiſh, the ardent pray r! 


How pleaſing in thy infant mind to trace 
The Aan of reaſon's force, of fancy's fire, 

The ſoft impreffion of each future grace, not v 
And all a parent's warmeſt hopes deſire! - 5 


2 — Nr 2 — — ITE nn 2 
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28 To MESS uo—; 


How ſweet that ſmile unknown to ev'ry art, 
Inſpir'd by innocence, and peace, and joy] 
How pure the tranſports of thy — heart, 
Which *. no fears alarm, no cares annoy? 
No airy phantoms of uncertain woe, 
The bleſſings of the b hour allay; 


No empty hopes a fancied good beſtow, 
Then leave the foul to real grief a prey. 


Gay pleaſure ſparkles in thy . eye, 

Some ne w delight in every ſcene appears— 
Yet ſoft affection heaves a ſecret ſigh, 

And ſends an anxious look to diſtant years. 


While thoſe dear files with tender love I view, 
And ober. thy infant charms enraptur d bend, 
Does my fond hope a real good purſue? - ft 
And do theſe arms embrace a future friend? | 


THEN TWO YEARS OLD. 29 


Should heaven to me a lengthe n'd date aſſign F 
Will e'er that love thy gentle heart engage 
With friendſhip's pureſt flame to anſwer min, 

And charm che languor of declining age? 
Vet not fot me theſe ardent wiſhes riſe— [al SE FTP 4, 
Beyond the limits of my fleeting years; nt Pt} | 
F or thee, dear babe, my prayers aſcend the ſkies, » 
And pleaſing hope my anxious boſom cheers: 


May innocence ſtill guard thy artleſs-youth; Ad N 
Ere vice and folly's ſnares thy· breaſt alamm 
While ſweetneſs, modeſty, and ſpotleſs truth; T« 4 1 392 


May heaven to thee its chojceſt gifts impartzʒ, 
Beyond What wealth beſtows, or pride WO" 

With er xy virtue wnintite iy heart, 1 HG 

And raiſe thy efforts to the nobleſt views! i! ” 


% 


*, To MISS | — | 


In tranſport wrapt may each fond parent ſee 


Thro' riſing years thoſe virtues ſtill improve, wi 


if While every tender care now felt for thee, 7 

Thy heart repays with never-ceaſing FER) FTh WAP. 

5 When pleaſure ſmiles, and ſtrews thy path with flow'rs, 

And youthful fancy doubles ev'ry joy, 

May brighter hopes attend thy gayeſt hours, 

| And point to bliſs which time can ne'er deſtroy! | 

"2D 

And when the pangs of woe thy breaſt muſt tear, 
When pleaſure fades, and fancy charms. no more, 

Still may thoſe hopes the gloomy proſpect cheer, i 
Unmav'd by grief, unchang'd by fortune's pow'r. 


May love, eſteem, and friendſhip, crown thy days, 
With joys to guilt unknown, from doubt ſecure, 
| While heavenly truth inſpires the voice of praiſe, 
And bids that praiſe beyond the world endure} 


THEN TWO YEARS OLD, 31 


Be ſuch thy joys as angels muſt approve, 4 
Such as may lead to raptures ever new, 575 old v0 


To endleſs peace, and pureſt bliſs above! 
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O LEND your wings, ye fav ring. oy. 
« And gently wave the fea, 3 

6e And ſwell my huſband's ſpreading fails, 
" Api waft him home to me! 3 


« His toils and dangers all are paſt, 

5 And left with fortune 8 Kore 5 
cc CF rom diſtant climes he comes at laſt. 
ay To view his native ſhore, 5 


* n | 


« And with him comes the faithful youth, 
Who gain'd my daughter's love, 


«© Whoſe virtue, conſtancy, and truth, 


The coldeſt heart might move. 


„May all the graces wait around, 
And . all her charms! 
« He comes with wealth and glory wowed | 


To my Louise s arms. 
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| 1 Now Fancy flies to diftant 47. e 
554 * And views the lovely pair, IE 


| 


— . 7 —— — — 
_ _ * 


1 And hears the voice of general praiſe | | 4 
c“ Their match worth declare. N ! 2 


IW 


e 


How ſhall thy mother's heart expand | 
« With j joys. 8 = fore, | 

8 When thouſands bleſs the bounteous hand . 
« That gave thee Health a 470 77 oT.* 


* 
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cc Do I nat ſee a diſtant ſail / Jak Net we ad ; 
«© Oer yonder waves appear: 6, 
A Our ardent vous at length prevail, 

1 e My heart proclaims them near. 


« With us in every joy to ſhare, © 
« Our much-lov'd heroes come -- 

< Propitious heaven, O hear our pray'r, + 
« And guide them ſafely home ͤ⸗- 


<« Propitious heaven, O hear our pray r, 
Lovisa trembling ery d. 

For ah! the chill blaſt war d ber hain | 

The riſing cloud ſhe ſpy d. 


Near and mare near the tempeſt drew, 
| The clouds obſcur'd the ſky, 2.46 ie £ g 
The winds in hoarſet murmurs bla | 
The waves were toſs'd.on-high; 75 
„ 
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And now they daſh againſt the ſhore, 
And ſhake the ſolid ground; 


„ 


— — — — PI — = —— — 
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The thunder rolls, the torrents roar, 
| | The lightnings flaſh around. 
| | 
== Ah! who can paint Lov1sA's fear, 
1 
1 Her agonies impart ? | 
Fi | 
x The ſhrieks of death aſſail 8 ear 
'F : 
| And horror chills her heart. 
At length the raging tempeſt o'er, 


She view'd the fatal coaſt; 
A wreck appear'd upon the ſhore— 
She ſunk,—in terror loft. | 


« My life! my joy! my only love!” 
A voice at diſtance cries:— 

That voice her inmoſt ſoul PPE more, 
She ſtarts with wild ſurprize. 


"4 


L 0 vs A 


Now o'er the beach with eager halte 4.7 
She ſees her HENRY fly— 

No more ſhe feels her terrors 10 5 
Tas blik- tung e 


- Her aged father too appears | 


He preſs'd her to his heart; 
But as he preſs'd, his ſtreaming tears 
. Some ſecret grief impart. 


His much-lov'd wife in tranſport flies 

In all their joy to ſhare; 

Vet views her lord with anxious __ 
And feels a tender fear. 


The fond embrace he oft renews, | 


And oft, with grief oppreſs d, 
The fatal wreck again he views, 
And ſmites his trembling breaſt. 


38 * f⏑ 


6 Lo! there he cry d, ec tlie fad remains 
| « Of my once boafted ftore, 4 30 
181 ce For all the fruit of all code 67 


« Ig ſunk—to riſe no more. 
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\: «fv ſhould this breaſt er heave a * 

| | | « For all PY früitle cave 92 1 .. 

15 <« Did ſorrow ſeize on me alone," 97; 26 18 
* My woes I well coutt bear: | 


* 
— r 


Rut ah! for thee my heart muſt grieve, 
« For thee I priz'd my gainʒ Watt tit ot. 
« And did I chen my child deceve 
“With hopes believ'd in van? 


Still to our humble home and 
| bi « Muſt rural taſks employ; .. 
5 « A nymph to ſhine i in courts Aeg, 
« And brighten ev'ry joys... „ 5 
7 


L OU Urn A. -— 


« Ia thought, by pleaſing 2 nie, 
« I ſaw my child appear, 1 

e By all belov'd; by all admir'd;; 
<« The faireſt of the fair. | 


« And rich in Fortune's lere: 
<« I heard the praiſes of the great, | 
« The bleſſings of the poor. | - 


„ With fond delightimy bao: gd 
By ſoothing Fancy led, 
And heaven the wiſh'd ſucoeſs beftow'd 
« But ah! the dream is fled. VV 


„ And thou, dear'partaer of each care, 
ee This anxious heart haus know 

« Thou too, wich me, halt felt thy re 
« Of hopes, for ever nee 
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6 Thy thoughts, like mine, in time to mal 
« A ſcene of bliſs enjoy d, were M 
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ce Till one ſad moment's 3 2˙ Has 
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i The airy good deſtroy de. T 
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| And thou, with me, our loſs muſt eee 
1 


Thy tears with mine deſcend; 


S 
— 


| And thus, alas! my wiſh'd return it bs 


| Our tranſient joy muſt end,” “9 


a oh =» hx 
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= While thus with agonizing ſighs. | 
| | | | They view'd the fatal place, . 
1 Lovisa's mild, yet ſtedfaſt eyes 
| Were fix'd on HENR 's face. 


\ 


By her own heart, his heart ſhe knew, — 
| 4 : She read his virtues there. 85 | 
i Ah! bleſt indeed the choſen few; _ | 

| Who thus each thought can ſhare! 
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And now her foul with 3 Slows, 


? » 9 
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Serene and firm their joys ſhall prove, Fe 


And every change endure, 1 D 
No mean ſuſpicion taint their love, 
In juſt cllcemdecures' * | 


And animates each. grace, 


A ſmile, beyond what pleaſure . 
Adorns her lovely face. 
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« And is it thus, my friends,” the eryd, 
<< When every ſtorm. is paſt, 


When all our fears at once ſubſide, - 


Thus do we meet at laſt? 


O lift with me your hearts to Heav'n 


c In ſtrains of ardent praiſe, _ 
« With tranſport own the bleſſings giv'n, 


“To crown our future das. 


VL 201 Oy n . 


c“ How oft my fervent prayers aroſe | 
«© While terrors ſhook my ſoul, - 

« To Him who could the form compoſe,” 
c And winds and waves controul? ff a) 


6 My prayers are heard—my fears are gone, . 


« My much- lov'd friends I fee, 


« I feel a joy till now unknown, . 


« And can ye grieve for me? 


* Content I ſhar'd an humble fate, 

cc Nor wiſh'd in courts to ſhine;— tes 
The airy dream which pleas'd of late, 
cc With joy I now reſign, {740 | 


What tho' no ſoenes of gay delight 
C Amuſe each idle gueſt, 

No coftly luxuries invite Wo een th 
* To ſhare the fplendid feaſt, | 


" oy : 
* A 
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Vet Peace and Innocence thall Kune wot 3 + 
And purer joys afford. 
« And Love ſecure from doubt or guile . F ' 
ce Shall bleſs our humble board; a ay i B3 I 


+ yeni kN 
« Each ſorrow to relieve, - Ob rao Ty 2 
„A little, from our lice ſtore, 
« The poor bitt hes betete e bl 


And words of peace hall ſoothe the W. 
Which riches could not heal, 
« An aid which all mult feel; | : Car AR 38 


* Beyond the reach of fortune's pow, 


4 4 * 5 * 


« Her gentle force extends, 
66 She chears afliction's S darkeſt hour, 6 
* And joy her ſteps attends, 


MO. US 2A; 


Tho here to narrow bone confin' d, 
« Ordain'd to lowly views, 

“ For ever free, the virtuous mind 
“Her glorious path purſues; 

ec In profp'rous ſtate, o'er all ſhe ſhow'rs 
<< The various bleſlings. given; 

“In humble life exerts her pow'rs 

« And truſts the reſt to Heav'n. 


The lofty dwellings of the great 
Full many a wretch contain, 8 

4 Who feel the cares of pomp and . | 
<« But ſeek their joys in vain: 


< Yet ſtarting from his ſhort repoſe 
* Alarm'd at ev'ry blaſt, | : | | 
15 With anxious fear he dreads t to loſe / 
© That good he ne ler could taſte: : 


\L <Q 1 x 28 AN 


And oft beneath the ſilent ſhade 
A noble heart remains, 
«© Where Heaven's bright image is diſplay'd, 


And ev'ry virtue reigns: 


<« Sweet peace and joy that heart ſhall find 
Unmov'd by grief or pain, 94 


« And fortune's frowns are vain.— 


ce Bright Virtue's ſacred flame, 
To whom far more than life I owe, 
Who more than duty claim tt 


« Ah! let me dry each tender tear, 
“ And ev'ry doubt deſtroy, 
« Diſpel at once each anxious fear, 


And call yau back to joy. 
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| „ And thou, my Henk v, dearer far _ 


c Than fortune's richeſt prize, 
« I know thy heart and thou canſt dare 
c Her treaſures to deſpiſe: 


« A purer bliſs that heart mall prove | 
From care and ſorrow free, 

“Content with innocence and love, 
„With poverty and Me.“ 


In tranſport loſt and freed from fears 
The happy parents mid, 5 | 
And bluſhing dry's the falling tears, 
And claſp'd their matchleſs child. AIRS 6 
Her Hengy fi d in ſilent gaze 
Beheld his lovely bride, | 
O Heav'n, accept my humble praiſe 1 7 
At length entranc'd he cry'd. 


| 


* To all my Pers and dangers wy" 
« If joys like theſe ſucceed, 

„My utmoſt wifh is crown' at laſt, | 
« And I am rich indeed. Hed 


«© Then riſe, ye raging tempeſts, rife, | 
« And fortunes gifts deffroy— . 5 * 


« « Thy Henry gains the nobleſt Tenge: 
< He feels the pureſt 3 joy. 


« From care and forrow free, . 
0 With boundlefs wealth in thee. 


8 Sweet Hope o'er every morn ſhalt ſhed 
« Her ſoul- enliv ning 1 
« Celeſtial Peace, by virtue led, 
< Shall cheer each cloſing day. 
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<« Far from ambition's train remov'd, 


zun; 


« And pleaſure's giddy throng, 


« Our blameleſs hours, by Heav* n approy d, 


„„ ae bas 


[| Shall gently glide along. | 
« O may ] catch that ſacred fire | I | 


„ Which animates thy breaſt! 


< Like thee to nobleſt heights aſpire, 
Ve thee be truly bleſt! 


« Thus ſhall the pleaſing charm of love 5 
Bright Virtue's force increaſe— | 

Thus every changing ſcene ſhall prove 
The road to laſting peace: | |: » 


And thus, thro? life, « our e ſhall know - 
« A more than mortal j „„ 

“Beyond what fortune can below, . 
Or time, or death, deſtroy.” ate le 3 
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ENVY, a FRAGMENT. 


ARGUMENT. 


4 her character; her-dwelling near the road that leads 

to the Temple of VixTus. A fruit tree gives ſhelter and re- 
. freſhment to travellers, ſhe fears all the buds to prevent it, &c. 
A lamb takes ſhelter from the ſnow in her hut; ſhe tears down 
the roof that it may not protect him, and leaves it ſo, that none 
may ever find ſhelter there. Diſturbs all travellers. —Schemes 
laid to defeat her.— Nothing will do but the ſhield of Truth, 
which is ſo bright that none dare carry It, becauſe they cannot 
themſelves ſtand it. At laſt Innocence, attended by MopesTY, 
undertakes it. Envy attacks them with Fury, throws a dart, 
which inſtead of hurting, only ſtrikes off the veil which hid the 
face of MopesTY, and makes all the world admire her. Envy 
bluſhes for the firſt time; Innocence holds up the ſhield. — 
Envy is dazzled, and becomes almoſt blind dhe flees from 
them, and wanders about the world, trying to hurt every body, 
but being too blind to direct her darts, though they ſometimes 
do harm, yet they always recoil upon herſelf, and give her the 
ſevereſt wounds. 


E 
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VI. pleaſing dreams of heavenly Poeſy, 
Which oft have ſooth'd my throbbing heart to reſt, 
And in ſoft ſtrains of ſweeteſt minſtrely, .. . 
Have lull'd the tumults of this anxious breaſt, .. 
Or charm'd my ſoul with pleaſures unpoſſeſs d: 
| How ſweet with, yon to wander all the dy 
In airy ſcenes, by Fancy!s pencil dreſs d.,. 
To trace the windings of her vay, 
To feel her magic force, and own her- 
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II. 


See at her call the awhid forms ariſe 


Of ancient heroes, moulder'd in the tomb ; 


Again Vice trembles thro? her deep diſguiſe, 


And Virtue triumphs in a dungeon's gloom, 


Or ſmiles undaunted at a tyrant's doom. 
Again ſhe waves on high her magic wand—— 
The faded glories riſe of Greece and Rome, 
The heavenly muſes lead a tuneful band, | 
And Freedom's fearleſs ſons unnumber'd hoſts withſtand. 


to nal | 
And now to ſofter ſcenes'my ſteps ſhe leads, 


The. ſweet retreats of Innocence and Love, 
Where freſheſt flow'rets deck th? enamell'd meads, 
And Nature's muſic warbles through the grove, 
Mongſt rocks and caverns now ſhe loves to rove 


And mark the torrents tumbling from on high, 


And now ſhe ſoars on daring wings, abore 
The vaſt expanſe of yon etherial f/, 
Or darts thro diſtant time, and long futurity. 
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IV. f 


And oft when weary nature ſinks oppreſs eg 
Beneath the load of ſickneſs and.of pains... Me a 
When ſweeteſt muſic. cannot lull to reſt. 
And preſent pleaſure ſpreads her charms in vain 
Bright Fancy comes and burſts neee { fo? 
And bears the ſoul on/airy-wings'aways: -» 1! 1 
Well pleas'd it wanders o'er, her golden rein, 
Enjoys the tranſports of ſome diſtant day, 2 

And Pain's ſuſpended force a moment owns her ſway. 


v. 
Ev*n in the lonelieſt wild, the deepeſt ſhade, 1 L end: 
Remote from ey'ry. pleaſing, ſocial ſeene,:': + 1 14 
New wonders, riſe, by Fancy's pow r . * 
She paints each heavenly grace with gentle mein 
Celeſtial Truth, and Innocence ſer ene. 
And Hope, exulting ſtill in future jon: 
Tho? dangers threat and tempeſts intervenes” |, 
And Patience, ever calm tho' cares annoy, 


40 4 


And ſweet Benevolence, whoſe pleaſures ne 'er can clays 
E 3 
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VI. 


In dangers firm, in triumphs ever _ 
The awful form of Fortitude appears, 


Pure joy, of heavenly Piety the child, 


Serenely ſmiles, unmov'd by grief or fears, 
Soft Mercy dries Affliction's bitter tears, 
Still bleſt in ev'ry blefling'ſhe beſtows: 
While Friendſhip's gentle voĩce each ſorrow cheers, 
Sweet are her joys, and pleaſing een her woes, 


When warm' d by Virtue's fre the ſacred ardour glows. 


VII. 
Thus Fancy's pow'r in ſolitude can charm, 
Can rouſe each latent virtue in the heart, 
Preſerve the heayenly ſpark for ever warm, b 
And guiltleſs pleaſures ev'ry hour impart. 
Yet oh ! beware —leſt Vice wick fatal art 
Should taint the gift for Virtue's ald deſign'd; 
Leſt Fancy's ſting ſhould point 2 | 


Or empty ſhadows check th* aſpiring mind, 
By vain delights fubdu'd, or vainer Joare a | 


VIII. 


For oft when Virtue prompts the gen'rous deed, — us 1 

And points the way to gain the glorious priae, 
Imagin'd ills het upward flight impede, 

And all around fantaſtie terrors fiſe: 

Ev'n Vice itſelf can; Faneys pe diſguiſe 

Wich borrow'd charnis; enchanting to betray:— 

Oh then let Reaſon e e * 

Secure its actiye force in Virtue!s ] 

Then ſlack the rein 2 = a af. 


IX,” 185 

Thus muſing late at eveningꝰ's ſilent hour, 

My wandring footſteps ſoughit the lonely hade, 

And gently led by Fancyis magic pow!r, ---:- 

Methought at once, ta diſtant rralme nn. 

New ſcenes appear id, by mortab neier n E 

Such as were fahled-erft-in-fairy:land; oi 8 
Where elfin knights their proweſs aſt Ae 9 81 
And mighty Love inſpit:d the watlike Handi 

To ſeek adventures hard at Beauty s high command. 


i || F FA 
X. 
Full many a path there was on ew'ry ſide, 1 


Theſe waſte and wild, and thoſe beſet with flow'rs; 
Where many a pilgrim wander'd far and wide, 
Some bent to ſeek gay Pleaſure's roſy bow'rs, 
And ſome to gain Ambition's lofty towers; 
While others view their labours with difdain, 
And prize. alone the gifts which Fortune ſnow'rs; 
With careleſs ſteps fome wander o'er the plain, 
And ſome with ardor ſtrive bright Virtue's hill to gain. 


XI. 
But many foes in ev'ry path were ſeen 
Who ſtrove by ey'ry art to ſtop the way 
Here Indolence appear'd with vacant mein, 
And painted forms of terror and diſmay ; 
And there the Paſſions roſe in dread array, 
And fill'd with clouds and darkneſs all the air; 
While empty fears and hopes alike: betray, T 
And Pride with Folly join'd, deſtructive pair! 
Drew. many from each path, then left them to deſpair. 


Yet ftill diſtinguiſh'd oer the hoſtile band, 
By all deteſted, and to all a foe, 

Pale Envy roſe; while trembling in her hand, 
Her poiſon'd ſhaft till aim'd ſome: deadly blow, 
Her eyes ſtill wander'd in purſuit of woe: 
For her, in vain riſes the-cheerful morn, 
In vain the flow'rs with freſheſt luſtre glow, 
Vain all the charms which Nature's face adorn,  _ | 
They cannot cheer a heart with ceaſeleſs anguiſh torn, 


Beſide the way that leads to Virtue's ſhrine, 

This wicked hag her fav'rite dwelling choſe, 

Around her walls did baneful nightſhade twine, 

And twiſted thorns did all her hut compoſe; 

And ftill from morning's dawn to ev'ning's cloſe, 75 
Some horrid purpoſe would her thoughts employ; 5 
For never could her heart enjoy repoſe, 

Nor e'er her reſtleſs ſpirit taſte of joy, 

Save when her cruel arts could others peace deſtroy. 


The ſprightly voice of guiltleſs Pleaſure's train, 

The pleaſing ſmile which Peace and Virtue wear, 
Whoſe gentle force might charm the ſenſe of pain, 
Suſpend diſtreſs, and ſmooth the brow of care, 
Still with new pangs her cruel heart would tear: 

But when ſhe heard Affliction's bitter cries, 

Or view'd the horrid form of dark Deſpair, 

A tranſient gladneſs lighten'd in her eyes— | 
But tranſient ftill and vain are Envy's wretched joys. 


LS S SES» 


4 * P 
. - 
; 19 £ 5 X 1 
f ; -. 
: 
. * % 
. 13 1 7 * * 7 ” Þ ; 


1 | 8 
"WES Kon 


IS andere gno 112 
Proclaims the end af all with awefub ui ee 
It calls the ſoul to thought :— Awhile ſhe turns 
From preſent ſcenes, and wanders o'er the paſt; 

Or darting forward ſtrives to pierce the veil 
Which hides from mortal eyes the time to come. 

O Thou, to grateful mem'ry ever dear! 

Whom fond affection ſtill deli ghts to name 
Whom ſtill my heart exults to call my Friend! 
In Fancy yet be preſent, Oſt with Thee, f 
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In many a lonely walk and filent ſhade, 


My ſoul holds converſe ;—oft recalls the hours 
When pleas'd attention hung upon thy voice, 
While the pure dictates of celeſtial Truth 


In Friendſhip's gentleſt accents charm'd my ear, 


— 


And ſooth'd each anxious thought, and ſhew'd the way 
= Which leads to preſent peace, and future bliſs ;— 


| Tho? now far diſtant, yet in thought be near, 
| | And ſhare with me Reflection's ſacred hour. F4 
| | And oh! to Thee may each revolving year | 
| 1 Its choiceſt bleſſings bring! May heavenly peace 


To every thoughtleſs mind unknown—purſued 2 1 
In vain thro? ſcenes of viſionary good --- 


| | That peace which dwells with piety alone— 
Still on thy ſteps thro' every ſtage attend ii: 
| | And pureſt joy from Virtue's ſacred ſource 
t | | Bleſt in the thought of many a well-ſpent day, 
F j * Bleſt in the proſpect of unbounded bliſs, 
| | Cheer every hour, and triumph in the laſt! 
| i As when a traveller, who long has rov'd | 
| Iz i Through many a varied path, at length attains 
| l | 
[| | 
| Ii | 
an 
| 1 
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Some eminence, from whence he views the land 
Which late he W 8887 and a 
appear, 

And hills with flocks adorn'd, and lofty woods; 
And ev'ry charm which Nature's hand beſtows 

In rich profuſion decks the ſmiling ſcene— 

No more he views the rugged thorny way, 

The ſteep aſcent, the ſlippery path, which led 

High o'er the brink of ſome rude precipice; 

' Unnumber'd beauties ſcarce obſery'd before 

At once combine to charm his raptur'd view, 
And backward turning, oft in tranſport loſt, 

His toils and dangers paſt no more are felt, 


But long and tedious ſeems the road to come. 


Thus oft, when e is | fled, when health hy 
And cares perplex, and trifling pleaſures cloy, 

| Sick of vain hopes, and tired of preſent ſeenes, 

» he ſoul returns to joys ſhe feels no more, 

And backward cafts her view:—then Fancy comes, 

In Memory 5 form, and gilds the e 1 
Recalls the faded i images of joy, 
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Paints every happy moment happier ſtill; 

But hides each anxious fear, and heartfelt pang, 
Each pleaſure loſt, and hope purſued in vain, 
Which oft o'erſpread with gloom the gayeſt hour, 
And taught ev'n Youth and Innocence to mourn. 


O Happineſs, in every varied ſcene, 
Thro? toil, thro* danger, and thro? pain, purſued! 
Yet oft when preſent ſcarce enjoy'd ;—when paſt, 
Recall'd to wound the heart, to blaft the ſweets 
Yet given to life: How are thy votaries, 
Miſled by vain deluſions, thus deceiv'd? 
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Let riſing Hope for ever on the wing: 

Still point to diſtant good, to perfect bliſs; 
While conſcious of ſuperior pow'rs, the ſoul 
Exulting hears her call, and longs to ſoar 
To ſcenes of real and unfading joy.— 

Yet while on earth, ſome feeble rays are ſhed 

To cheer the mournful gloom :——OQ let not man 
Reject the proffer'd gift with innocence 

And gratitude enjoy'd, each preſent good 
Beyond the fleeting moment may extend 
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Its pleaſing force. When Nature's varied charms 
In all the gayeſt luſtre of the ſpring Jl 
Delight the wond'ring view ;—while every grove 
With artleſs muſic hails the riſing morn, 

The ſportive lambkins play, the ſhepherd ſings, 
Creation ſmiles, and every boſom feels 

The general joy. O ſay, from ſcenes like theſe 
Shall not the ſweet impreſſions ſtill remain 

Of Innocence, and Peace, and ſocial Love, 

To bleſs the future hour? When the glad heart 
Exulting beats at Friendſhip's ſacred call, 

And feels what language never can expreſs ; 

While every joy exalted and refin'd, 

And each tumultuous paffion charm'd to peace, 
Owns the ſweet influence of its matchleſs power 3 
(That power which ev'n o'er grief itſelf can ſhed 
A heavenly beam, When pleaſure courts in vain, 
And wealth and hofiours paſs unheeded by ) 5 
Shall joys like theſe, on Virtue's baſis rais'd, 
Like Fancy's vain deluſions paſs away? 
O no !—Nor time nor abſence ſhall efface 
The ever dear remembrance ;—ev'n whe: 


paſt,” 
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When deep Affliction mourns the bleſling gone, 
Yet ſhall that blefling be for ever priz d, 
For ever felt—When heaven- born Charity 
Expands the heart, and prompts the liberal hand 
To ſoothe diſtreſs, ſupply the various wants 

Of friendleſs poverty; and dry the tears nnz 
Which bathe the widow's cheek, whoſe deareſt | hope [ 
Is match d away, and helpleſs orphans aſk bs 42 
That aid ſhe cannot give: — Say, ſhall the joy 
(Pure as the ſacred ſource from whence i it eng)" 
Which then exalts the ſou], ſhall this expire? 
The graſs ſhall wither, and the flower ſhall fades 5 
But Heaven's eternal word ſhall till remain, 


* au 


PR 
i N 


And Heaven's eternal word pronounc'd it bleſt. 
Ye calm delights of Innocence and Peace! 
\ Ye joys by Virtue taught, by Heaven approved! | 
Is there a heart, which loſt in ſelfiſn views © 
Ne'er felt your pleaſing force, ne'er knew 1 to are 
Another's joy; or heave a tender ſigh - 27 e. 
For ſorrows not its own; — which all around 


Beholds a dreary void, where Hope perhaps, 
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May dart a feeble ray, but knows ee 4 
T 0 point its aim, for real good, unknown, 20 A ERA 
While preſent is purſued, but ne'er attain d of 
Is there heart ike this?—At ſuch a fight, itt Slider A 
Let ſoft ion drop a ſilent tear. 
And Charity reluctant ne enndnu foal Tt 
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From woes ſhe nel er ſhall feel, 268 chili rn 
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But oh! let thoſe hom heayen has taught to _ 
The pureſt j joys which mortals e er can know, 
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With gratitude : recall the bleſſings given 


Tho! grief ſucceed, —nor cer with er ary ven 1 
That calm which cold indiffere1 


And think thoſe happy who, PR PSY IM pulls! mf 


That good they never knew;z—for, joys. like the ir. ——— 
Refine, ennoble, elevate. the mind, od # 
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And never, never ſhall ſuc C 
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Efface the bleſt impreſſion ;—Grief As mm 026d 


Retains it fill z while Hope exulting comes 
To ſnateh them from the power of. Time 
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When Youth and Pleaſure gild the aides an. 
And Fancy ſcatters roſes all around, 


What bliſsful vifions riſe! In proſpect dad 15 


Awhile they charm the foul but fcarce attain'd, 

The gay deluſion fades. Another comes, 

The ſoft enchantment is again 'renew'd, 

And Youth agaif enjoys the airy dreams 

Of fancied good. hut ah! how oft ev'n de 
By ſtern Affliction s hand are fnatch'd away, 

Ere yet experience proves them vain, and ſhews 

That earthly pleaſures to a heavenly mind 

Are but the fiadeows of ſubſtantial dlifs: | 
But Pleaſure rals d by Virtues powerful charm r 
Above E aan view, each meaner a, om 
Can bleſs the preſent hour, and lead che bn 
To bri ghter proſpedts, rich in every "200d, 


Which an ea feel, or heaven itfelf . 5 i 
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| While mus retürning oer ths fonig-paſt tene 
Of former life, che mind recalls to view N 


The ſtrange viciſſitudes of grief and j joy, | 
O may the grateful heart for ever own 
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The various us bleſſings g given; ; nor Ace repine e 
At ills which, all muſt 25 or deem thoſe ins i as, 
From chance or fate (thoſe empty James we which veil ; 
The i ignorance of man) could ever flow; «2 winks i 
But warn'd alike by Pleaſure a and by y 182 „„ er Nos : 
That higher j joys 4 "await the 0 wg 
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Adore that Power which rules th A and gives, 
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In Pleaſure's charms, in Sorrow 8 ns es 
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What i is Futuri ra I. a time 3 
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When joys, unknown to former life, ied 4 
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On every changing ſeaſon fil attend; 
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Succeſs ſtill wait on Hope, and every b hour n 
In peace and pleaſure gently glide away 
But ah! how rare on earth are years a cis 
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In the dark prolpest of Futurity | 5 
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Far other ſcenes than theſe may yet remain; F FR 
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Affliction there may aim her keeneſt ſhafts - 
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To tear the heart, —while pain and fickneſs waſte ; 0 0. 
The feeble frame by flow: conſuming pangs, 
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And eaſe and comfort Joſt! are 71 in Vain „ 
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For there, perhaps, mo friendly voice may. cheer 
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The tedious hours of PUPS but all around 
Expiring Joys and blaſted | ! ope 
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Salute 1 _ ue cheerful hop 
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Receive the welgome gueſt? © or terror: 
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Preſumptuous mortal, ceaſe: 5 turn thine 7552 
1 oh 


* "I. 
f ll 3101 ry Ot 


On the dark manſions of the filent dead, 
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And check the bold enquiry ;—never more 
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The riſing ſun may ſhed its beams on thee . 
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Perhaps, even now, the fatal hour is come 


* 


* 


— — 011; — 0 
—— — — 
- 


3 


— — — 
— I CA 


Ou r NEW YEAR 69 
Which ends at once y eartbiy k opes eoqur rat cy 1 
And ſeals thy doom theo? vaſt eternity. 5 
How awful is the thou ought! and who wal fay © 5 
It is not Juſt? What m rtal ſhall diſcloſe / 1 8 2 4 be ; 
The dark decrees of heaven But grant, to life bak 
A longer date affign ; d. — another year 1 es L | 
On eaftly beſtow'd,—in deepeſt ſhades conceal'd 
Its good or HM} 1 remains, no mortal hand 2 5 : * 
Can draw the veil Which hides it from Py Views | 
Hence then, ye dry dreams vy fancy led! i . 
Vain hopes, and vainer fear leveive: no War: 
In native luſtre bright let Truth; bb e 
Wich her pure. beams Wurne-the dark un known, 40 
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What is Futurity? Tris a time r 1 05 05 
By heaven in me ey given; where mi a 
Their beſt, their trueſt good, bs 
To elevate their nature, —to exerts +; 
Each nobler faculty,—and' ſtilh to "a wi 8 ne 1 > pats 
In every virtue. ——Here the beſt may fin "find © © | 
Improvement: for what mortal ber aten 5 
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erfection's utmoſt point And here ey'n thoſe | 
Who long by vice and folly led aſtray 1 
Forſook the paths of wiſdom and of truth, 


May yet return, and with new ardour ſeek, . . 
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That long neglected good, which, though « fs bis d, 
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Rejected once, may. here be. yet attain'd.— 1 
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whoe/er thou art on har gh heaven, 
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Another year of life will Now. beſto B YE? 
That year may nee = . 


May cancel follies TMs 

In thoughtleſs agen ance abus” 8 „% 10 > SORTS 
Diſpel the ſhades of vice, the gle mY Re 
n each la 5 . n 

New ſtreng. new hopes, and joys which ne'er ſhall fail, 
EN het nibh DA OAT FW 

Then hail, bright proſpeR of the riſing year! 
'The ſchool. of virtue, and the road to bliſs = 1 = . ! 
No more the ſhades of doubt are for ead und; 7 17 
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On THz NEW YE, 
A train of woes in long ſueceſſion riſe, 
And deepeſt horror o'er the time to come 
Extends her baleful influence 5——by the po-wer 
Of Truth ſubdued, at once they difappear, 
And ſurer hopes, and brighter views; ariſe, - 
.- Than Pleaſure &er could give, or Pain deftroy, 
To chaſe each vain deluſion far away, | 
And ſhew the glorious prize which future days 
May yet attain. This, this alone is ſure: 
The reſt, involv'd in dark uncertainty, - 
But mocks our ſearch: But oh! how bleſt the path 
* er it * W n » — 


| Then, let AMiftion e man FIT 
Of ſeeming ills, which heaven in mercy ſends 
To check his vain purſuits, exalt his views, 
Improve his virtues, and direct the foul' 
To ſeek that aid which ne'er can fail,—that aid 
| Which all who ſeek ſhall find ?*—Oh! in the hour 
Of deepeſt horror, when the throbbing heart 
Oppreſs'd with anguiſh can ſuſtain na more, 
May Patience ſtill, and Reſignatipn, come 
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To cheer-the/ gloom not ſuch-as his who boaſts! t » 

Superior powers, a mind above the rech 
Of human weakneſs, yet with ardour ſeeks. 4% ach 490 
The frail ſupport of tranſitory praiſe; 4 bnogod 60 
Or his, who trembling at an unknown power, ect bn A 
Submits in ſilence to Omnipotence, mor blow Ai 
And ſtruggling checks the murmurs of bivbreattg44n 4. 
But that ſweet-peace, that heattfelt confidence / N 
(By heavenly hope and filial Jove inſpir'u, zin nin 1% 


In Truth's jinviolable word ſeciire) Berto 1060197 NH T 


Which pain and ſorrow never can deſtropguim!4 wilt yl. 
Which ſmile triumphant in the gloom of woe, 54-1 71/7 
And own a Father's power; a Father's love 
Oret all preſiding. i in thoughts. Iike theſe vil 
The mourner's heart ftill feels a ſecret Joy 13995 "out T 


Which pleaſure ne er could yield: no murmurt now 


Diſturb its peace but every wiſh:refign'd vor beat bat. 
To wiſdom, power, and goodneſs infinite, 

Celeftial hope and comfort beam around 

Over all the proſpect of ſucceeding time, 
And never-fading glories cloſe the ſcene... 
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O Tov, gteat ſource of every good by whine 2 7 
This heart was taught to beat, —theſe . 
Ober the wide eircuit of the univerſ m. 
To ſoar beyond the fartheſt bounds of time, 
And pant for bliſ which earth could ne*er beſto w: 
While worlds unnumber'd tremble at thy powerrt 
And hoſts celeſtial-own their loftieft ſtrain 02447?) bo - 
Too weak to tell thy praiſe ; O how ſhall man te! 
E'er lift his voice to Thee? Let at thy calb an 
Thy ſervant comes. 0 hear my humble prayer. 
By thy Almighty, power direct, ſuſtain 4 doid V7 
My feeble efforts; amd whate'er the lot aid Vs 
To me on earth affign'd, O guide me ſtill, mwo bak 
By the bleſt light of thy eternal trut, 1 123 
Thro' every varied ſcene of joy or woe n ofT 
Support my weakneſs by thy mighty ad, 10 
And lead my Page eue Ther diufld 
STK Stabo bn 108 .cnoBiwe © on 
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T is a common obſervation, that in this world 

we ſtand more in need of comforts than 
of pleaſures. Pain, fickneſs, loſſes, diſap- 
pointments, ſorrows of every kind; are ſown ſo 
thick in the path of life, that thoſe who have at- 
tempted to teach the way to be happy, have in 
general beſtowed more attention on the means of 
ſupporting evil, than of ſeeking good ;—nay, 
many have gone ſo far as to recommend inſenſi- 
"No | bility 
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bility as the moſt deſirable ſtate of mind, upon 
aiduppoſition, that evil (or the appearance of 
evil) ſo / far predominates, that the good, in ge- 
neal, ris not. ſufficient: to counterbalance it, and 
1 that therefore, by leſſening the ſenſe of both, we 
ill | ſhauld: be gainers on the whole, and might pur- 
| 
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6haſegonſtant eaſe, and freedom from all anxi- 
gtx h˙V giving up pleaſures which are always 
unsggtain, and oſten lead to the ſevereſt ſuffer- 
ings: and this, taking all circumſtances toge- i 
Shen, dito has been thought would be a deſirable 
qy change. „born or H A Hf. N 
ad3 nel. Site wont 4nd rafts wOmebilino 111 
an the ſame principle much ſerious advice 
thenhappy, to teach them to be moderate in 
their purſuits and wiſhes, that they may avoid 
ne pangs of diſappointment in caſe they ſhould 
not ſugceed to allay the pleaſure they might 
rsgeive from the enjoyment of every good they 
Ins. | poſleſs, 
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poſſeſs; by dwelling continually ton the thought 
of its uncertainty to check the heſt aſſectibns 
of their hearts, in order to ſecure themſelves from | 
the pain they may afterwards oecafion;—in ſhort; 
to deprive» themſelves of the good they might 
enjoy, from a fear of the evil which may follow: 
—which-is ſomething like adviſing naw to 
keep his eyes conſtantly ſi 
wah to avoid the ſight of any di ſagreeable SH 
ee N eee, ic ns n. 
Thoſe on the other hand who are ini A 
of affliction, are adviſed to moderate t Nef, 
by conſidering that they knew before- hand the 
uncertainty of every good ihey poſſeſſed; Achat 
nothing has befallen them but what is rh COH. 
mon- iet daf mankind;—that the eviljednfils 
pg — they form of ir g-Athflt 
| indc on themſelves, cannot bali 
monk: ———_ as ir own fault; and theft 
concern cannot make things better than they 
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ility both as to pain and pleaſure} which 
poſſeſſed of its full powers and faculties, 


has been repreſented as ſo deſirable: I ſpeak of 
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inſenſibility, but could never produce the ſmalleſt. 


are allowed their greateſt force, could only fi 
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| And it ſeems ſcarce poſſible to ſuppo 
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anden on  rhrough life with ſcarce any lage 


yon the preſent moment: 
But if theſe are ſuppoſed to be the happieſt of 
mankind, then the end of the Mayes will be, 


* 3-7 „ 2 . 


0 In happineſs the beaſt ok the man, | 


T The worm excels the beaſt the clod the v worm.” 


adj: 
onal creature (not under the immediate influence 
of paſſion) to be really ſo far convinced of this, 
as to wiſh to exchange his ſituation in the ſeale 
of being, with the beaſt, or the lod: Eiben 
we ſuppoſe the mind in full poſſeſfion of ita 

powers, is it poſſible to ſuppoſe, that the way 
to enjoy happintl., or even peace, is by prevent 
ing their exert; IN: I poſitive pain and plea- 
ſure are taken wh if all the objects propoſed : 


to ir make no impreſſion, will the mind there- 


fore be at eaſe? Far from it ſurely. On the con- 
trary, it will be torn in pieces by wiſhes which 
| . wilt 
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will have no object whereon to fix —it will feel 
in itſelf powers and capacities for happineſs, 
hut m mn. 
very powers will make it miſerable ;—having no 
motive for action, no object to purſue, every rifing | 
day will preſent a blank which it will be im- 

poſſible to fill up with any thing that can give 

pleaſure; and the wiſh of every morning will by 
that the day were paſt, chough there is ao per 
2 will produce any thi 
i n it be p | 
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1pftead of finding it ade of f eaſe. and. atis- 
faction, we ſhould ſee him weary of himſelf; and 
all around him, unhappy, with nothing, to com- | 
plain of, and vithout any hope. of b being ever 

otherwiſe, becauſe he would have no ) determinate 
_ with, in the accompliſhment of which he auld | 
promiſe himſelf any enjoyment, Eine had 
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Thoſe who take pleaſure in arguments which 
_ anfwer no other purpoſe but to exercife their 


ingenuity, may amuſe themfelves with difputing 
whether this inextinguiſhable thirſt after happl- 
| neſs be really a defirable gift, and whether it 
might not' have been happier for man, to have 
been formed without that activity of mind which 


prompts him continually to ſeek for ſome en- 


jey ment; but te thoſe who feel its force, it 
is fury a more important point to enquire 
how'it may beſt be ſatisfied; and whether it 
may not be poflible to regulate thoſe affections 
which they cannot fupprefs, and, by directing 
them to proper objects, to find in them a fource 
of happineſs, which, though it can neither pre- 

t ſufferings, nor take away the ſenfe of theni, 
e 561 $6 hs dene de and ſerve 

eee 2 alance the effec 
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It muſt, | believe, he a allowed, that every n man 
wh reflects on. his own ſituation, will find chat 


it has its pleaſures and i its pains, —unmixed hap- 5 


pineſs ar miſery not being the | lot of this life, 
but reſerved for à future ſtate: che happineſs 
of life muſt then be eſtimated by the propartion 

its joys bear to its ſprrows; and if what. | has 
been before ſuppoſed concerning the tate of the 
the mind be juſt, he will not be found to be the | 


happieſt man who, bas the feweſt ſorrows, but 
he Whoſe 30 weren hug: £ Low in ce 
aeg deere mm 


- This ** thould he our r aim in 5 1 of 
happineſs:—not to conquer the ſenſe of ſuffering, | 
for that is impoſſiple; not to ſuppreſs our de- 
fires and hopes, for that (if it were poſiible) 
would only debaſe the mind, not make it happy: 
but to. cultivate every. Heuer of me. foul 


TRA my Not 2 ſource of innc 
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to endeavour as far as poſſible to keep the mind 
open to a ſenſe of pleaſure, inſtead of fullenly 
rejecting all, becauſe we cannot enjoy exactly 
what we wiſh above all, to ſecure to ourſelves 
a laſting fund of real pleaſures, which! may com- 
penſate thoſe afflictions they cannot prevent, and 


make us not infenſble, 5 happy i in the mig 
of them. EY : pln ms ; 


? 


* * 5 4 : f ; 


* is very certain that nothing can fully do 
this, except Relię igion, and the glorious proſpects 
it offers to our hopes ;—this 1 is the only foun- 
dation of laſting happineſs, —the only ſource of 
never-failing comfort. ” While our beſt affections 
are fixed on al any ching in this world; they muſt | 
always give us pain, , becauſe they will find nothing X 
which e can fully ſatisfy t them; but when once th they 


* Mir | 


are Hied of n infinite Perfection as their ultimate 
dae de g u ubordinate exerciſes br chem will 
m manly” ſources « of pleaſure and advantage, 

= | and 
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and ſhould be culiyued, both wn A view to 
penn: and pre -bappineSs) h 15 Sands 5 

2 1 deg Orange to obſerve, t that there, are 
few, if any, in in the, World, who enyJoy all. the 
bleſſings which. are beſtowed upon t them, and 
make their tuation; in life as happy a a8 it might 
be-. Wherever the ſ ſelfiſh paſſions are indulged 


do exceſs, this muſt always be che conſequence: 


for none can be happy while they; make others 
Whoeyer:is poſſeſſed. of apy def 


N 
ini 


1 


o _ from the greateſt, monarch one the 
chr to the LO of. the a _ 


dr that wie: is. Reo xciſed, * whether. ds 
will or no, muſt.ſhare in the ſufferings which he 
_ Inflicts, and feel the want of that fatisfaQion, 
which he. might. have received, from, A different 
employment of his power. The truth of this 
obſervation has been experienced by all who ever 
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endeavoured t6 purchaſe their own happineſs at 
at the expence of that of others: but Even Where 
this is not the caſe, where the intentions are 
68d, and the pleaſures of life are not embit- 
tered by the fenſe of guilt, it often happens, 
that diſappoirtinents bring on diſguſt; the plea⸗ 
füres 988 were epected are not found, and 
therefore theſe Which might be found, are under- 
valusd; The lind is diffätisfled, and fecks för 
reaſons to juftify irfelf for being To, and When 
fortows Are wught Tt, it is Bör Uiffcult tö Bid 
them, Such 4 difpolition cafl Poiſon Every 
plelfüre, ant dad Number ' iriagittary Evits 
to thoſe which fnüfk inevitably- be fhet with it 
the path of life, By degroes the Activy 6f the 
foul is loft; Every fortow appears ihfupportables 
every” difficulty uticonquerWBle;" no” object is 
thought worth putſbing ; wid Eu ecome 
Aten. n | EP ze i 


To 
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| To guard againſt che fatal effect which diſs 
appointmetits are apt to have upen the iind, 
is a point of the tirmoſt conſequence! towatds 2 
paſſing through life with any tolerable degret 
of comfort and ſacisfaction; for :diſappoiirs. 
mens, more or 10g. muſt be the lor CO 


At the firſt . into lady PR FA 
| en is activej the ae and 
the heart a ſtranger to deceit, ard eon ſequent: 
ts ſuſpieion, what delightful dreams of . 
neſs are formed! Whiteret tay be che dhe 
in which that happineſs is ſgpoſed'b CH, 
that: object is purſued with ardour;—the gay 
12 ſeek for it in diffipatiols and 

; the arfibitious, in power, fue, and = 
hensum; the aff6Ctionate; in love and friend. 
ſhip But how {644 are there who find im any 
of theſe objects that | happineſs which they ex- 
pected? Pleaſure, fame, &. , wheh they 
= | 8 
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are in any degree obtained, till leave a void in 


the ſoul, which continually: reminds cthe poſ- 
ſeſſor, that this is not the happineſs for which 
he was formed; and even the beſt affections are 


liable to numberleſs diſappointments, and often 


productive of the ſevereſt pangs. The unſuſ- 
pecting heart forms attachments before reaſon 


is capable of judging: whether the objects of 


and it often, happens, that the fatal truth is not 
diſcovered till the affections are engaged too far 
to be recalled, and then dee ee 
oy a laſting, we. nige 3062 HM 
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Buns it i8 not 3 to enumerate he difap- 


75 peintments Which. generally attend on the! pur- 

ſuits of ;yquth, and indeed the proſpect is too 
painful to dwelbupon; the intention of mention- 
ing them is au N n Sh) effects 


eee ae cnet] ee, 
The 


ON: SENSYUBTIITEB 


The imagination has painted an object which 
perhaps is not to be found in chis world : that 
object has been purſued in vain: but ſhall we . 
therefore conclude, that no object is worth pur- 
ſuing, and ſink into a liſtleſs, inactive ſtate, in 
which we muſt grow weary of ourſelves, and all 
the world? 


+ 3» 4 4 1 NN *. x * Ss hs ADC I 
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[ The young are too apt to fancy that the af- 
fectibns of their hearts will prove the ſource of 
. but pleaſureʒ - thoſe who are farther ad- 
ed in life, are much too apt to run into the 
contrary extreme. The error of the firſt, even 
taking it in the worſt light, is productive of ſome 
pleaſure as well as pain; that of the laſt; ſerves 
only to throw a damp over every pleaſure, and 
can be productive of nothing but pain. It leads 
indeed to 1 moſt fatal conſequences, ſince it 
tends to make /e/f the only object, and the heart 
which is merely ſelfih muſt ever be incapable 
of 


— 
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of virtue and of happineſs, and a, ſtranger to 

all the.joys of affection and beneyglence, without 
infipid, and which may prove the ſource of 
many pleaſures, even in the midſt of che ſevereſt 
afflictions. 


In every ſtate of life, in ſpite of every diſap- 
pointment, theſe ſhould ſtill be cheriſhed and 


encouraged; for though they may not always 


beftow ſuch pleaſures as the romantic imagi- 
nations of youth had painted, yet they will ſil 
beſtow: ſuch as can be found in nothing elſe 
in this world; and indeed they ana: 6 Tary it 
order to e * eiijt 


44 nen an * and * dif 


poſition together; becauſe l believe, heh they ure 
genuine, they never can be ſeparated, and; per- 
aps, the diſappoint 


its ſo often complained 
of, 
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of, may Wfnetimes be occaſioned by a miſtake 
upon this ſubject; for there is 4 ſelliſn attach 
ment which often uſurps ths m of "Wick 

- hip; th6igh it is indeed Tornething t 

fefent. It is an attächfnert like chat which a 
muſician feels for his inſtfument, or a'virtuols 
for his Pictures and his attes f- die ferien 1 is 
not fixed on the object itſelf, but merely on the 
pleaſure received from it. Such an attachn 
as this i able ks nüinberleſs little jealouſies | 
nd Uheafiteſſes; che fmalleſt doubt is ſuffeient 
5 kek Ks fears, the nwt trifting error excites 
its reſentment; and that reſentment is immedi- 
arely expelled by n. and . "MR 
upbraidings.. - 


Tre Giehdthip is not indleed leſt quick- 
ſighted; ir watches With a tender and anKious 
ſolieitude to profncte the welfare and | hafpi= 
neſs of the object which it loves it is 4 kind 
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of microſcope which diſcovers every ſpeck, | 
but then the diſcovery does not excite anger 
and reſentment, fill leſs could it lead to un- 
kindneſs and upbraidings; it inſpires a gon- 
cern like that which we feel for our own errors 
and imperfections, and produces an carneſt de- 
0 9 75 er e to SR chem. 


3 
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With, ſich: a friend, ik 1 may appear uſt, 

as it 1s, a and enjoy the pleaſure of an unbounded 

confidence;- —hur with thoſe whoſe affection, i is 

| founded on a regard to themſelves, every word 

and action muſt be weighed, and the fear of 

: giving offence muſt throw a reſtraint over every 
conve rlation. 


The real friend will be diſpoſed to love all 
| thoſe who are any way connected with the object 
of his affection, he will be ſincerely, intereſted 
for their wel fare, and will wiſh to gain their 
affection and promote their happineſs. | 
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The fafiſh will view at with" a Jealous 5 


li 11300 


eye, continually apprehenſive that they may ob 
him of ſome oj of a treaſure which he would. 
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It would be 0 to carry on 12 C At: 
farther; for indeed it might be ſhewn in almoſt 
every inſtance. But what has been ſaid may be 
ſuffcient to ſhew how very wide is the difference 

between that ſort of artachment of which a ſel- 
fiſh heart is capable, and that which alone oy de. 
ſerves the name of real friendſhip, th hough 
often Li indiſcriminately given to bo 


N 0 Ain o 11 
one is an enemy to general benevolence;-the 
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other flows from the ſame ſource, and Val 
to the eb iR 
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many ſorrows alſo: ang indeed, in this imper- 
fect ſtate, this truth is tog certain to he diſputed. 
But if it can he proved chat an the whole it af- 
fords more joys than forrows, that will be ſufh- 
cient to the prefent purpoſe ; if it be allowed 
chat the happineſs of man muſt conſiſt in poſi- 
tive enjoyment, not in mere freedom from ſuffer- 
ing. And furely much more thay this might 
exfily be proved, fince jt not only can afford 
pleaſures af the moſt exalted kind, ang give new 
reliſh ta every other pleaſure, but even in the 
midſt of the maſt painful ſufferings it ever oc- 
eaſioned, it can at the ſame time inſpire a ſecret 
ſatisfaction, of which thoſe who neyer felt it, 
can nova form ANY iges. 


Wich ſuch a ait liſpoition, power and Male 
may be real bleſſings: ſince they furniſh frequent 
apportunities of heſtowing happineſs, and gon- 
TT of <njoying it in the higheſt degree 

e 


ON SENSIBTEITY ogg 


But even without theſe advantages, the trulybe- 
nevolent, in whatever ſituation in life they may 
be placed, will find numberleſs ſourees of plea- 
ever unkndwn. All the happineſs they ſee, be- 
comes in ſome ſort their own; and even under 
rejoice at the good which others enjoy: and far 
from repining at the compariſon,” they ind in 
the thought of it, a pleaſure and ſatis faction ta 
inſenſible; but which, on the contrary, prove 
a powerful cordial to help n nn 
2 e 01987 1) 00 OY 0 larn 


Donn the face of inanimate nature - fills them 
with a fatisfaction which the inſenſible can 
never know, while they are arme with grati- 
tude to the Giver of every good] and joy at the 
thought that their fellow-ereatures ſhare thoſe 
A bleſſing 
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bleſſings with them. They may even experi- 
ence ſomething like the pleaſure of beſtowing 
happineſs, while they rejoice in all that is be- 
ſtowed, and feel i in their _ that mo would 
beſtow it if au could. 


It 0 true e con muſt ſhare in the 
forrows of others, as well as in their joys; but 
then this may often lead to the heavenly: plea- 
ſure of relieving them, if not as fully as they 

could with, yet at leaſt in ſome degree; for true 
benevolence can diſcover” numberleſs methods 
of relieving diftreſs, which would » eſcape the 
notice of the careleſs and inſenſible. When re- 


lief is not in their power, ſome expreſſions of 


kindneſs, and the appearance of a deſire to give 
comfort and aſſiſtance, may at leaſt contribute 
to ſoothe the wounded mind, and they may ſtill . 
enjoy the pleaſure which attends on every en- 

deavour to do good, even on the unſucceſsful; 
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and when they are placed beyond che reach of 
this, and can only offer up a ſecret prayer for 
thoſe whoſe. ſufferings: they cannot alleviate, ' 
even this will be attended with a heartfelt ſatis- 
faction, more than ſufficient to-ſuppreſs every 
wiſh that they could behold the ſorrows of others 
with indifference, if it were poſſible that ſuch a 
wiſh could ever ariſe in a truly benevolent heart. 


* ? 
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Buch a diſpoſition will be a powerful preſer- 

vative againſt that wearineſs of mind which is 
ſo often an attendant on what is n 
eſteemed a happy ſituation in this world. 
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. "Thoſe who are freed from cares and anxieties, 
who are ſurrounded by all the means of enjoy- 
ment, and whoſe pleaſures preſent themſelves 
without being ſought for, are often unhappy in 
the midſt of all, merely becauſe that activity of 
mind, in the proper exerciſe of which our hap- 
7 H pineſs 
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pineſs conſiſts, has in them no object on which 
it may be employed. But when the heart is 
{ſincerely and affectionately intereſted for the 
good of others, a new ſcene of action is conti- 
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nually open, every moment may be employed in 
ſome pleaſing and uſeful purſuit. New oppor- 
runities of doing good are continually preſent- 
ing themſelves; new ſchemes are formed, and 
ardently purſued; and even when they do not 
ſueceed, though the diſappointment may give 
pain, yet the pleaſure of ſelf-approbation will 
remain, and the purſuit will be remembered 
with ſatisfaction. The next opportunity which 
offers itſelf will be readily embraced and will 
turniſh a freſh ſupply of pleaſures; ſuch plea- 
ſures as are ſecure from that wearineſs and diſ- 
guſt, which ſooner or later are the conſequences 
of all ſuch enjoyments as tend merely to gratify 
the ſelfiſh paſſions and inclinations, and which 
always attend on an inactive fare of mind, from 
| whatever 
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whatever cauſe it may proceed; whether it may 
be the effect ene or diſappointment, c 
m or W {1097 batetl- be HPV ads 
„Bun in chad _—_ * ing 
life, the truly benevolent may find many plea- 
ſures which would paſs unnoticed by athers : 
and in a converſation,” which . 
and inattentive would afford only a trifli 
amuſement, or perhaps no amuſement at all, 
they may find many ſubjects for pleaſing and 
uſeful reflections, Which may conduce both to 
their happineſs and advantage; and that not 
. being continually upon the watch for 
opportunity of doing gadd to others, even 
in the maſt: rrifling-inflances;” (which ales 
would afford a conſtant ſource/of pleaſure) but 
alſo by the — all the en can 
3 inothers. tered l {iow ol 
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If any action is related, or any expreſſion 
dropped, which indicates true goodneſs of heart, 
they will be heard with ſatisfaction; the moſt 
trifling inſtance of kindneſs and attention will 
be received with a ſort of pleaſure, of which the 
ſelfiſh can form no idea. Every appearance or 
deſcription of innocent happineſs will be en- 
joyed, every expreſſion of real friendſhip and 
affection will be 308 even — we TT are not 
the * of it. | 
ba In Ghoul alta the b and all the virtues 
of others, are ſources of delight to them; and it 
is a pleaſing, as well as uſeful exerciſe to the 
mind, to be employed, when engaged in ſociety, 
in ſeeking out for theſe ;—totrace to their ſpring 
the little expreſſions of benevolence which often 
paſs unnoticed; to diſcover real merit through 
the veil which humility and modeſty throw over 
it to admire true greatneſs of mind, even in 
11 x the 
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the meaneſt ſituation in life, or when it exerts 
itſelf upon occaſions ſuppoſed to be trifling, and 
therefore, in general, but little attended to. 


a th theſe, and in numberleſs inſtances of the 
ſame kind, much real pleaſure might be found, 
which is too generally overlooked, and which 
might prove the ſource of many advantages 
both to ourſelves and others; for thoſe who 
really enjoy the good of others, will certainly 
wiſh and endeavour to promote it. And by ſuch 
_ exerciſes as theſe, the beſt affections of the 
heart are continually called forth to action, and 
the pleaſures which they afford may be enjoyed 
and improved in every different ſituation in life; 
for theſe are pleaſures, which, more or leſs, are 
uvithin the reach of all. BE 


In the ſe, the rich and ag may find 
that ſatisfaction which they have ** in vain 
H « | "0 
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in ſelfiſh gratifications; and the afflicted may 
yet enjoy that happineſs which they are too apt 
to imagine is entirely loſt :—but the ſelfiſh heart 
can neither enjoy proſperity, nor ſupport afflic- 
tion; it will be weary and diſſatisfied in the firſt, 
and totally dejected in the laſt. 
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In order to adminiſter conſolation to the af- 
flicted, the uſual methods are, either to endeavour 
to leſſen their ſenſe of the evil, by ſhewing 
them that it is not really ſo great as they imagine; 
or by comparing it with greater evils endured 
by others; or elſe to drive it from the thought 
by the hurry of diſſipation and amuſement. 
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The firſt of theſe methods may ſerve to diſplay 
the talents of the perſon who undertakes it, and 
perhaps ſuch arguments may ſometimes prevail 
upon vanity to aflume an appearance of forti- 
tude. But how can he, whoſe heart feels the 
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pangs of real affliction, be convinced by argu- 
ment that he does not feel it? or what relief can 
it give to his ſufferings, to be told that another 
ſuffers more? Nor can diſſipation and amuſe- 
ment afford a more efficacious remedy, ſince in 
theſe the heart has nothing to do: in the midſt 
of the gayeſt ſcenes, and ſurrounded by all that 
the world calls pleaſure, it will ſhrink into it- 
ſelf, and feel its own bitterneſs with redoubled 
force. 


It is vain to endeavour to take from the 
wretched, the ſenſe of ſuffering; pain and grief 
muſt be felt; they can neither be ſubdued by 
argument, nor loſt in diſſipation; and while they 
remain, it is impoſſible to enjoy that eaſe which _ 
by ſome is repreſented as the greateſt good of 
man—they muſt exclude it ut muſt they 
therefore exclude all poſitive happineſs? Surely 
no. The wounded heart may ſtill be open to 
H 4 | enjoyment, 
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enjoyment, and here it muſt ſeek for conſola- 
tion; it cannot indeed be inſenſible of pain, 
but it may yet be ſenſible of pleaſure. And 
happy indeed are they who have acquired a re- 
liſn for ſuch pleaſures as pain and ſorrow cannot 


take away; ſince theſe, ſooner or later, muſt 
be the lot of all. 


Of this kind are the pleaſures of affection 
and benevolence; they enlarge the heart, they 
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prevent it from dwelling on its own ſorrows, 
and teach it to ſeek for happineſs in the good of 
others; and thoſe who in their happieſt days 
were accuſtomed to do this, will not become 
inſenſible to ſuch pleaſures, becauſe they are 
themſelves in a ſtate. of ſuffering. Every in- 
tance of kindneſs, every friendly endeavour to 
give caſe and comfort, will ſtill - rejoice the 
heart; the pleaſure of ſeeing others virtuous 
| and happy, may ſtill be felt; the earneſt deſire 
to 
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to make them ſo, may ſtill be cheriſhed; and | 
that deſire is in itſelf a pleaſing ſenſation. The 
endeavour which it excites affords till higher 
pleaſure; and when that endeavour is bleſſed 
with ſucceſs, the benevolent heart will feel a real 
joy, to which it's own ſufferings cannot render 
it inſenſible. | 


By every ſuch exertion, the mind will gain 
new ſtrength, and enjoy new pleaſure; its native 
vigour, which ſorrow had depreſſed, and which 
no intereſted views could have called forth to 
action, will be reſtored by benevolence;—the 
wounded heart may feel the delight of ſelf-ap- 
probation;—in ſhort, the afflicted may enjoy 
the beſt PO of the happy. 


92 But 1 all, it muſt be allowed that all our 
pleaſures, in this imperfect ſtate, even thoſe of 
the moſt refined and exalted kind, are liable 

to G 
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to numberleſs ſorrows and difappointments:— 
Friends may be removed by abſence, or by 
death; the faults and imperfections of thoſe we 
love, may wound the heart; affection may be 
repaid with unkindneſs, and benefits with in- 
gratitude ; the moſt earneſt endeavour to relieve 
the diſtreſſed, may prove unſucceſsful; and the 
fincereſt defire to promote the happineſs of 
others, may miſs its aim: in ſhort, every pur- 
ſuit in this world may end in diſappointment. 
And this thought might indeed be ſufficient to 
check the ardour of the mind, and diſcourage 
the beſt endeavours, had we not a never- failing 
reſource in that aſſiſtance and ſupport which 
religion offers. 


It is in the power of every one to ſecure to 
himſelf a Happineſs of which nothing in this 
world · can deprive him a Hope which is not 
liable to diſappointment;——a Friend who never 

will 
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will forſake him, and who will be alnays wit 
ling and able to afſiſt him. 


Thoſe who are placed in a happy fituation in 
this world, if at the ſame time they can rejoice 
in ſuch thoughts as theſe, may enjoy the good 
which they poſſeſs: Every bleſſing beſtowed 
upon them will fill their hearts with love and 
gratitude to Him from whom it comes, and 
theſe ſentiments will add new reliſh to every 
pleaſure, and make them become real and laſt- 
ing advantages; means to promote their eternal 
felicity, not hindrances to ſtop them in their 
way, as, by the perverſe uſe of them, they too 
often are. | 


Prompted by the ſame love and gratitude, 
they will indeed rejoice in giving the beſt proof 
of them, by an earneſt endeavour to do- good 
bo others; and in this aim they cannot be diſ- 
appointed, | 
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appointed, though they ſhould prove unſuc- 
ceſsful; for the honeſt endeavour they may be 
certain will be accepted. The fear of loſing 
the bleſſings they poſſeſs, will not deprive them 
of the pleaſure of enjoying them; for they re- 
member in whoſe hands they are; they know 
they ſhall enjoy them as long as is really beſt 
for them; and that if all elſe were taken from 
them, they are ſecure of an unfailing reſource, 
an Almighty Comforter, _ 


They conſider their beſt enjoyments as inde- 


pendent on this world; the pleaſures of friend- 


{hip and benevolence, though here allayed by 
diſappointment, and interrupted by death, they 
hope will be renewed hereafter, and enjoyed, 


pure and unmixed, through eternity. 


Ihe love and gratitude they feel, the delight 
they take in every means of expreſſing them, 


will 


ON SENSIBILITY. wy 


will conſtitute a part of their happineſs hereaf- 
ter. The heavenly contemplations which exalt 
their minds, and make them feel that they were 
formed for higher enjoyments tian this world 
affords, will raiſe their hopes to that ſtate where 
alone they can find objects ſuited to hem. 


And thus every bleſſing beſtowed upon them 
will be ſo received, that it will be truly enjoyed 
here, and will prove a ſource of real and laſting 
happineſs: and the preſent good will. neither 
be allayed by anxiety, nor ſucceeded by weari- 
neſs and diſguſt. While it remains, it will be 
enjoyed to the utmoſt; and when it is taken 
away, it will not be immoderately regretted, 
fince that to which it owed its greateſt reliſh 
will ſtill remain, and prove a ſource of happi- 
neſs in the days of affliction and diſappoint- 
ment, as well as in thoſe of proſperity and 
ſucceſs. | it Tas Ra 

It 
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It is very certain that there are few, if any, 
either amongſt the afflicted, or amongſt the 
happy, who enjoy to the utmoſt all the bleſſings 
which are beſtowed upon them. Thoſe, who 
take a view of their own ſituation in life, with a 
fincere deſire to make the beſt of it, will pro- 
bably find much more happinefs within their 
power, than in the moments of uneaſineſs and 
diſcontent they are apt to imagine. This ob- 
ſervation is 2 true, even of the * 
ſufferers. 


But let us ſuppoſe that this were not the 
caſe, for it muſt be allowed to be poſſible that 
all earthly comforts may be taken away: A 
perſon who has long been ſtruggling againſt 
the ſevereſt afflictions of body and of mind, 
may have met with nothing but diſappoint- 
ments; and in the midſt of all, he may find no 
friend to aſſiſt and — him, and beſtow 

that 
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that tender ſoothing conſolation, which can al- 
moſt convert afflictions into pleaſures; or what 
is ſtill more painful, the friend from whom 
expected this may change, and embitter thoſe 
ſufferings he ſhould: alleviate ; the endeavours 
to do good which benevolence inſpires, may 
prove unſucceſsful: in a word, all in this world 
may fail. 


| This-is indeed a caſe rarely, if ever, to be 
met with; but as it muſt be allowed to be poſſi- 
ble, let us take things in the worſt light ima- 
ginable, and then conſider the happineſs which 
yet remains to balance theſe IO in the 
"I comforts _— 1 1 


The al OE may yet r find a \ Friend to 
whom they may freely unboſom all their ſor- 
rows with the fulleſt confidence, and reſt ſecure 
of finding that conſolation which 18 op beſt 

for 
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for them, ſince he is both able and willing to 


beſtow it: —this is a happineſs of which none 


but themſelves can ever deprive them. Though 
ſlighted and neglected, perhaps: oppreſſed and 
injured by the world, yet are they certain that 


he regards their. ſufferings, he hears their pray- 
ers, and will reward their patience. 


C4 at 13 ” o * 
- & > 9 s K 
- * * ” N - 


When they - conſider that all events are at 


his diſpoſal, and theſe ſufferings are permitted 
for their greater good, their ſubmiſſion, inſtead 
of being full of terror and anxiety, will be an 
act of love and confidence; even the wiſh that 
they could chooſe their own lot; will be ſup- 
preſſed, and they will rejoice in the thought that 
Infinite Wiſdom and Goodneſs, will do it for 


them. WF 7 


When they remember that all afflictions are 
trials, and that, by bearing them as they ought, 


they 
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they may beſt expreſs their love and gratitude; 
and ſecure, his favour” and protection; - the acti- 
Vity of their minds will be again awakened, 
and their utmoſt efforts again exerted, with 


- a pleaſure and fatisfaction which can attend on 


no other purſuit, ſince all but this are liable to 
diſappointment. Here the intention, not the 
ſucceſs, will be conſidered, and the ſincere with, 
when ace more is in their ** will be 
 _ Eran ee 


— EN friend, | 
every difficulty becomes a ſource of pleaſure; we 
exert ourſelves with delight in finding means 
to conquer it; we even enjoy any ſuffering which 
can procure his n 2 our 4 
fection. E 
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their ſufferings can bring no advantage to their 


Creator; his happineſs can receive no addition 
from the feeble efforts of his creatures; yet ſtill, 
to a heart full of love and gratitude; there is a 
pleaſure in exerting every effort to expreſs thoſe. 
ſentiments, in doing or ſuffering any thing which 
may conduce to that end. In this view, afflic- 
tions may be received with real ſatisfaction, 
ſince they afford continual opportunities of ex- 
preſſing our readineſs to conform to his will, 


even when it is moſt contrary to our own; and 
this is the ſtrongeſt proof of love and confidence 
we are able to give; and therefore, to the heart 
which truly feels them, muſt be attended with a 
ſatisfaction ſuch EOS * 


When we read the hiſtories of thoſe who 
have voluntarily undergone the moſt painful ſuf. 
ferings, rather than tranſgreſs their duty, we 
admire their virtues, and eſteem chem happy. 

Thoſe 
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are ſent them, do all in their: power to follow | 
joy the ſaine happineſs; their aims; their wiſhes, 
are the ſame; like them, they bleſs: Him who 
permits the trial; they would deteſt the thought 
of n from it, 85 —_ ſe of = 


ſake, a Pe with entire . on 
bis 2 * en 4 


en the alllickion ſeems ata 
to be ſupported, and nature almoſt ſinks under 
the trial, let them anticipate the future time, and 
_ think with what ſentiments they ſhall-look back 
upon it — think, if they can, what joy it will af 
ford them to reflect, that no ſufferings could ever 
Almighty Father, and defire to be conformable 
to his: will, have been ſtill * 
5 1 of 
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of their hearts, even in the midſt of the ſevereſ 
trials; that their afflictions have not made them 


neglect their duty to him, or to their fellow- 
creatures; that their beſt endeavours have been 


and their entire confidence ever 
eee him. 2116. te ter 2816: 


Ea * 


4 


*. 


** 


et Wade look farther ſtil and think of 


* 8 92 4 1 48 " * 4 p - 4 
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the time when all earthly joys and ſorrows will 


be for ever paſſed away, and nothing of them 


will remain but the manner in which they have 


been received; let them think of the happineſs 
of thoſe who have been * made perfect through 
e ſufferings,” and who will then look forward 
to an 1 of bliſs. 9 een eee 
7 n wih that they f 
leſs? Or who would wiſh it now, if ſuch are 
the bleſſed fruits of ſufferings? And it depends 
on ourſelves to make them ſo: for the aſſiſtance 
7 4 Wo | of 
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of Him who alone can ſupport our weakneſs, 
W to thoſe nn. ot 


1 e ſuch 4 | theſe, can 
ſurely afford pleaſures more than ſufficient to 
over-balance any afflictions to which we may be 
liable in this world:—and tbęſe are pleaſures 
which the greateſt ſufferer may feel, and in 

nt the moſt V may 1 0 | 

To b - Delights cannot prevent loſſes 
and diſappointments, pains and ſorrows; for to 
theſe; in this imperfect ſtate; we muſt be liable; 
nor does it require us to be inſenſible to them, 
for that would be impoſſible; but inthe midſt 
| * * and even n all _ pleaſures fail, 
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which is ſometimes excited by things fuppoſed 
to be no way intereſting; and which 


Vas ſpread 
over every countenance, when it was known'to 
Letitia, who had lately been the 
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every aſſembly in which ſhe appeared, the ad- 
miration of all beholders, and the delight of all 
who knew her intimately. 


As ſeveral in the company had been acquainted 
with Lætitia, the converſation naturally turned 
upon her character ;—The thought of youth and 
beauty thus nipped in their bloom, impreſſes an 
awful; yet tender melancholy . in, the minds even 
of indifferent perſons, which diſpoſes them to 2 
ſericus thoughts, and makes them anxious to 
know / particulars; and the accounts now given 
of her engaged the attention of * who, . 
_ Sid ft hh bod 2 


\ 


— . — 2 4 wo is * —— 4 err . — er ory tl n — tu» - * a 
Kin i >—"v- 33 rr ** T g 
— — 


— — 


—— 


Is, S 22 i, _ e 
_ 
pt 


— — Are 
— — — — 


— 


2 2 
— „ r 1188222 
re 


K 2 4 _ 2 — n 2 
2 2 * — e — r — e 
» — oe 4 >. Eo thro oe hen bn? Fe —— 2 rae ten ODE WES 3 
bo 8 9 — —_— * — 3 * r ar 8 q _— * "Ch 4 — 2 — = ES, 2 * 
8 „ = ” Y » = yy 3 I — A - — A * 
— w 3 4 bn : 2. 2 * 2 * — 2 — ? * — — — — * — 
1 3 ads R N "Io — — _ . . NN S . 2 7 2 1 . ; - — — — f 
AE • o· tt. En Fd e ner Write? bas us ur atten c on i PLE 2. r — 
un . . I ES 26 & Co IE I ——— —— — L h g 
— — | Et a 


N 
+ 
4 
4 xz 
th 
FW 
4” 
* 
[54 
6 
4 * 
ol 


3 
22 I 
nt 2 


P 6 
4 a, - 45 we 3 = . N * 

Fang . 42 
— "+. 


A had _ —_ how nada * . 
her perſon was uncommon | beautiful, animated 
by all the vivacity which is natural to that age, 
and all the ſweetneſs af the moſt amiable. cha- 
racter. H Her youthful ſpins, had never been 

398 1 damped 
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damped by ill health, nor checked hy unkind- 
neſs and ſeverity; her tender parents, far from 
reſtraining her pleaſures, had only endeavoured 
to ſecure them by innocence, | improve them by 
Views and exalt them n _ 2 7 


A 8 * 4 „ > * 4 eel * * 2 
9 oO — & 9 


The peace nb joy of dr wig diffuſed 2 
charm on every object 

and every employment in e ſhe: was ma: 
afforded her new pleaſures ;—ſhe purſued her 
ſtudies, and enjoyed her amuſements, with the 
ſame ſpirit | and alacrity; every kindneſs ſhe © 
received filled her heart with gratitude, /and all 

| ſhe could beſtow was felt by her with that inno- 
cent exultation which true benevolence inſpires, 
and in which vanity claims no part. 


* * 
„„ 


In the fulneſs of her heart ſne might have 
related ſome inſtance of diſtreſs which ſhe had 
relieved, with the ſame ſentiments with which 
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ſhe related any other circumſtance that afforded 
her the greateſt pleaſure; for itnever entered her 
thoughts to admire herſelf for ſuch things, or 
talk of them as if ſhe was ſurprized at herſelf for 
doing them. They appeared to her ſo natural, 
that ſhe imagined every one would have done 
the like, and only thought herſelf more fortunate 
than others, when an l ene irſelf 
for indulging her inclination. 75.4 


vours,to pleaſe in ſociety;—ſhe wiſhed to make 
all as happy as ſhe could, ſhe wiſhed to deſerve 
and gain affection; but ſhe never thought of 
ſupplanting others, or endeavouring to aſſume a 
ſuperiority: and far from deſiring to leſſen their 
merits in order to raiſe herſelf by the compari- 
ſon, ſhe was eager to procure for all, the good 
which ſhe valued herſelf, and therefore diſpoſed 
to repreſent all in the moſt favourable light ; 
1 Cs Indeed 
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Indeed, it coſt her no act to do ſo, 


becauſe all appeared to her in that light: 
Happy in herſelf, and diſpoſed to be pleaſed, | 
her attention was naturally turned to the moſt 
n. circumſtances, in d event, "al 
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delighted 5 things 
which others might have' confidered as trifles, 
nd that not only in her amu ents, but in the 
ra ters of thoſe deja whom the converſed. 


in er kindneſs and attention NN 9 6d 
herſelf; but her affections, though warm and 
lively, were far from being indiſeriminately la- 
| wihed on all; her heart felt a kind word or 
bock oſten much more ſtrongly than it deſerved, 

bor its tendereſt attachments were reſerved for a 
N few; and hel Fiendſhip, like her bene- 
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volence, was en animated, and a 6 


run almoſt into exceſa. 


The 6 fame dif kin 3 in ach in- 
bange 3 the enjoyed amuſements as much as 
| thoſe who think of nothing but purſuing them, 
and even found pleaſures where many would 
have thou ght they ſhewed ſuperior ſenſe by being 
tired; but from the midſt of the gayeſt aſſembly, 
where her vivacity inſpired pleaſure to all around 
her, ſhe would have flown at the call of benevo- 
lence, friendſhip, duty, or religion; and far from 
ng ſhe made a ſacrificę by doing ſo, would 
have en oed the opportunity of exchanging a 
ly amuſed. her fancy, Me one 
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to envy - her uncommon excellencies. There 
was a gentle earneſtneſs in her ſolicitude to 
pleaſe, which animated every look and action, | 
and was far different” from the ſtudied” diſplay 
of vanity, and the artificial inſinuatiens of flat- 
tery; it ſpoke her t true and genuine ſentiments, 
kept her continually. upon the watch for every. 
opportunity” of expreſſing her attention and 
regard for others, and added a charm which 
can hardly be delerbed. even to o the moſt r 
_ inſtances of them. ZN 
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& The worlt a ng were + ſoftened in der pre- 
werd avoid tha Gail in in her plealures; yet the 
greateſt flow of ſpirits could never, even for a 
ſingle moment, make her lay aſide the AG 
and modeſty of her character ;—ſhe even felt in 
a great degree that timidity which i is natural t. to 
C delicate mind, but it "ſerved only to render 
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lively fancy, and while ſhe-was gaining the ad- 
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her converſation more engaging and intereſting; 
it was a diffidence of „— CY — of 


— 
a * 
4 


C the midſt of the moſt-playful ſallies of her 


miration of all, far from appearing to lay claim 
to it, her looks and manner ſeemed continually 
to ſolicit their indulgence, and ſhewed that ſhe 
thought ſhe ſtood in need of it; yet accuſtomed 
to encouragement from herinfancy, and judging 
of the benevolence of others by her own, ſhe was 
diſpoſed to feel a confidence in all, and to be 
very unguarded in her converſation; but the in- 
nocence of her heart afforded her a ſecurity 
which the greateſt caution cannot ſupply;—ſhe 
_ E nn of none. 


She felt for the + ſafſerings of vida with Po | 
tendereſt ſenſibility, but ſhe expreſſed 1 it not by 
| boaſting 
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boaſting of a ſentiment which has no merit 
except in its application, but by an eagerneſs to 
aſſiſt and relieve, which made her ready to 
attempt even impoſſibilities, and by thoſe gen- 
tle ſoothing attentions, from which even hopeleſs 
diſtreſs mult receive ſome degree of pleaſure.” 


Hier diſpoſition to enjoy every pleaſure to the 
utmoſt, made even the leaſt ſucceſs in her endea- 
vours of this kind appear to her a happineſs 
which could hardly be too dearly purchaſed. — 
Her early piety, far from allaying her' pleaſures, 
had added to every enjoyment the pleaſing ſen- 
timent of love and gratitude to Him by whom 
they were beſtowed, and the animating hope of 
brighter joys hereafter. She daily offered up 
the affections of her innocent heart to Him who 
made it, and implored his aſſiſtance and protec- 
tion, with that delightful confidence whieh true 
religion can alone inſpire —yithour 'this; her 
TIL greateſt 
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in the mind of every hearer, reflections of the 


the tranſient nature of thoſe qualities which are 
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_ greateſt pleaſures would have | wanted their 


higheſt reliſh, and their beſt ſecurity; with it, 
the could enjoy them without anxiety, and con- 
fider them as the earneſt of future happineſs. 


Such was Lætitia: when in the full bloom of 
youth and health, which ſeemed to promiſe _ 
many happy years, ſhe was ſeized with a ſudden 
illneſs, which in a few days brought her to the 


grave. 
An account like this could not fail to excite 


moſt ſerious kind:—ſuch ſtrokes as theſe, when 
youth, beauty, and gaiety, are thus ſuddenly 
ſnatched away, are felt even by the moſt thought- 
leſs characters. The young are warned to con- 
ſider the uncertainty of the advantages they 
poſſeſs, the vanity of every earthly pleaſure, and 
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at preſent the objects of general admiration; 
while thoſe who are farther advanced in life, are 
taught ſtill more powerfully the neceſſity of pre- 
Paring for a change, from which even youth and 
health are no ſecurity. The importance of the 
preſent moment is impreſſed on every mind, by 
the thought of the NCce! of the next. All 
acknowledge the folly of ſetting our hearts on 
pleaſures juſt ready to eſcape from us, and the 
neeeſſity of providing ſuch comforts, as may ſup- 
port us in that awful hour which perhaps is 
e and ſuch ER as death itſelf 


8 122 


130, AGTER. OF  JLETITIA:) 


important and affecting leſſun which ,all, muſt, 
feel for the time, and of which, all ſhould, enn 
A eas the ee R 30115050 Wan 
abntud to et t tine nile ano} 
In ſuch a wen ey when We. conſider, 
religion as our * and comfort in the hour 
of death, and as affording us a happineſs which 
cal, laſt beyond the grave, all muſt.be ſenſihle 
of, its value, and wiſh, o feel its force, and bey. 
its precepts, that they may ſhare in. thoſe. bleſy 
ſings which that religion can beſtow. But the 
thought of death, even when attended with, the 
moſt ſtriking circumſtances, ſeldom makes . 
awed; into religion by that conſideration, maybe 
too apt to lay it aſide, when a varietylof 
objects ſuccced, and call off their attentions vn 
may connect the thought of it with a gloomy 
ſqgea, Which diſturbs their purſuits and their 
enjoyments, and * aren glad 
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new ſcenes ariſe, and preſent” ohjecta make * 

ſtrong impreſſion; and in the hurry of buſineſs, 
or of en rhe funeral of Lætitia is * 
ene 4 1 > s 4 — N 1 7 3815 573 
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„But it „ riot fm her funeral In chat 

ſtruction may be derived: The thought of 
her early and unexpected death muſt indeed 
impreſs an awe on every mind, and lead to 
many reflections of the higheſt importance to 
all, and which, by ſuch a ſtroke, are ſhewn. in 
the ſtrongeſt and moſt affecting light; but thoſe 
excited by her life and character may alſo afford 
many uſeful leſſons, which, though leſs obvious 
and nn are n ee of our attention. 
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Amen gledb hv deſpilbnt thoſe; little attentions 
_ whithithis diſpoſition will- naturall inſpire tr 
Fbeſe ſnould, however, always be diſtinguiſhed” 
einen and flattery, which are ther i 


ur ee bot che e ee 
nevolence,” lin = 57775 Fry 55 3 * ft: 9 01. agi 


else Lnge o) wa OE ns“ Safes 
ant) 1 the: laben res, 0 eyen abe hopss 
which they afford, are purſued, and enjoyed, to 
the utmoſtʒ probably they may; lead. to ow 
and diſappointments; but they know. little Gf 
their un intereſts, ho- endeavour toni 
kheſe: by checking that activity of the mind, 
| wp Snegellary- to its ee. 11 
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ines „all 118 de} ſenſible that it i rerchöda 
but many things, which; taken Teparai 
r Am er are yet ſalkrien to 0 _ 
1 ſome dpa od 04 
Hum 900919982 lis Hi e] n ung 
„a bis indsed, in dhe mm mch 
words,/is not to be found in this Hperf 
eden in youth itfelf; fill leg eee 
in choſe who-we Anben advanced- inilife.. But 
tnndcehce of intention, integrity of heart; um a 
niece endeavour fel wild aa 
all may pofſeſt, and which afford a feeurity and 
Pele of mind, ſuch as they can ever enjoy; wh 
ae in any degree wanting in them; whoſe pro- 
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indulge themſelves in thoſe little arts ieh vas 
nity or ſelf-intereſt ſo often ſuggeſt, and which 
are {a mann of ſo- 
dom vs the objects obs, or pe 
— in EY Kaul. 2462 £6 
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— air of ended} ag acne m. 
per ſo naturab to youth, are alſo productive of 
many pleaſures which painful experience muſt 
in ſome degree deſtroy. But how many, by the 
thought of this, are led inte errors far more 
pernicious, - and oſten not leſs diſtant from the 
truth; for ſuſpicion can deeeive, as well as 
mplicicy, and frequently. miſſes. the mark as 
 elfoctually,” by going beyond it. How greatly 
is the- Nasr ef toeiety diffurbed, * offeiees 
ae be and app chendions; and 0 the invipatths 
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the gne extreme is liable to it; as Well as the 
other; and that diſpoſition of mind, which 
to che maſt fayourable fide, is cerrainiyibyn fr 
cher happieſt for the poſſeſſor, to ay: nothing f 
the obligations which. benevolence and \chaghy 
lay, upon us in this eſpect. 21-30 flotdw fn⁰ν 
v31 tt unf 8 lo ongaqan 03 HisdꝗO of | 
Such reflections as theſe may naturally axiſe 
from the conſideration of a Character: like that 
leſſons to grey hairs, as well as to theſe Who 
like herſelf are juſt entering into liſe, and WhO 
perhaps, like her, may be allowed only a few 
ſhort, years to prepar nee, for eternity. 
Her death ſets in a trong lig 
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rewells have —— "impreſſions who * 
that love and gratitude whichare due to Inſmite 
Pref and Infinite Goodneſs; and in whom 

theſe! fentirr nts" are the leading principles and 
en more or nay actiemmm ĩ gfe 
ent d eit anni dig. kg ory 009% bei 
PARDON how delightful is the thotightt 
chat they are under the guidance and protein 
of am undulgent Father, ho can and will brd 
all things for their real good chut Every Elek- 
„ ae in this life is not ROE e 


* no . genen withs- — 
agxietyh frem à dredd that” the neut iow merit . 
mayq ſhatch them away; for the next moment 
depemds on: an Almighty: Friend, with? WHO 
*6apleyoptvuiiiont Grareſt intereſt, o % 
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and who, though their intentions my be ſin- 
cerely, good, are often unable to help un, Oand 
ignorant of what is beſt for us; how much gteater 
enjoyment muſt it afford, when fixed where it 
can never he miſtaken or diſappointad 2 ruf iis 
iq 8 yiorom on r 511 eU bawoltad gat 
s Fawitencouraging is the: certainty, 1uthar(bÞe | 
who ines: che. deepeſt receſſes of the lait, O 
ohſerye and accept; the ſecret: goud inberttienz 
which could not be brought to; effect, and the 
mene end eavour which has been diſappvinttai 
relieve, diſtreſs, to do goad to othraf undi pr a 
moteſtheir happineſs) muſt:gint/pleaſure tolo ui 
one who is not loſt to all ſenſe of ꝑooiieIU bur 
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how greatly is this/pleaſure'increaſed; if the obd 
ject on quhZo rn it is exerciſed be endeared to us 
by particular affection, or has been recom. 
mended to us by one who is ſo, and to whom 
wel can in this manner expreſs our affectioh! 
Vhar ſpirit does this conſideration give to our 
eee ſure attends- 
theincſuceeſa ! ay wot s ar oH ow 
20; apmqas bo vol n Ni bow 2d 0 
This pleaſure in the ee religion 
addso to every exertion of | benevolence. iti 
ſtrengthens the ties of natural philanthropy; iby 
ſhewing us in all mankind the children of one 
Common Parent, the objects of theſareRedecehne 
ing Love; and the candidates for the ſame eter- 
| nal happineſs. i: I every ſcene» ofÞdiſtreſs! thay + 
which ve can affordcrelief; it vemindx us that 
our beſt Friend has aſſured us; that whatever is 
done to one of the leaſt of cheſe his brethren, 
will be conſidered as done unto himſelf: and 
K . this 
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this; pleaſure>depends- nat one ſuceeſs a then 
endeavour; and even the 20, will be acreptai A 
a. proof of love and . undefined 
ioc 03 ns Gli 01 0 yo : IT) 05 Hen 
| Iixjomithe con ideation, Religion enomes 
theconly ſure foundation : of that good-h | 
whiel: is the charm of ſocial: life. eee 
who hope in a few years, perhaps in a fehe ura 
to be united in eternal love and happineſs, be 
diſpaſad to be angry with each other about. 
fles, andofind a ſatisfaction in ſaying or Hoi 
What mayiginepn r! e eerst 
no 10 nnblids or: Anf ils ni zu gatrodt 
Were thafeiltniths felt cas ella nan 
ledged,>they muſt) net only put ann end af 
violent atudianqʒ animaſitys but muſt each 
all hoſe littialirregularities of temper 
frequenthy pveyent even good pedplerſqviinibaingo 
as happy in eachother as they ouglitcterbe.oz 200! 
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thing in others, particularly in- choſe ve _ 
love and value, (and from whom, therefore, 

trifle can give pain) how pleaſing to look for- 
ward to the time when all theſe imperſe@tions 
| ſhall be ended, and we ſhall find nothing'to-alk 

this life can Si enjoyed in their utmoſt 
1 — 
which is found in a greater or leſſer degree 
in truly worthy characters. 


But when friendſhip riſes to its pureſt heights, 
and meets with as little of ſuch allay as 16 . 
ble in this imperfect ſtate, ſtill how greatly are 
even the refined pleaſures which it affords, im- | 

proved and exalted by religion! _ — 

ful is the tie which unites two worthy 

in the nobleſt purſuits, when each is . 
ee and animated by the _ and their plea- 
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redlly Ake bu adcording 19 the i on 
make upon us. The man who ball be hocke 0. 
dtthe'thought vf-being a burcher;; will feen 
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Aden bHe. Who ute from this priatipteptw} 
expreſs a all what he truly feels An felt gd 02 = 
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Flattery 1s directly contrary to this; it ſecks 
is an ꝛends owithour-confidering whar may be 
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ala gſſentially different front tit regard Neff 
is Nad g reab merit dr chat is art utel wit 
is ggrtainly its due, and nah be hotl Passant: 
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obſerved i me who ſcerms 10 have; fluied lit 
ag ence.¶ that: a profeſſed beauty imuſt not bels 
complimented upon her perſun, but hat hα,ẽtex 
ſandings|bemauſe there ſic may be ſuppuſutd to i 
be mere / deubtful of hen excellence: While nde 
whoſcopretenfions ta beauty are but mali 
be moſt flattered * nn. hörsperr “ 
ſonal charms. 
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conflic berneen their duty and their-intlivia- 
tion; oH to endeavour to leſſen the ſenſe of duty 
in-thofe whoQl are not free from ſome degtee of 
remorſe; and defire toamend: Yet theſe art; im 
general, che perſons to whom flattery is moſt 
acceptable opt Soth their inclinations, and 
diſpels their doubts, at the ſame time that it 
gratifies their vanity; it frees them from a pain 
kalitſchſation, and faves them he trouble of n 
| difiguk tafk, while it affords them a preſtnti 
pleafure; and if it does not entirdy conquer 
their ſcruples, at leaſt t removes neꝗteſtrainti 
which lay inrthieir way, the fear bf being e 
——— enn 8 
jured if they were to be ſuppoſed capable n 
picking a pocket, though in that caſe the injury 
might-pertaps':be trifling, and hardly wbrth 
zrhoughaſied yo. ff! int A 2 „tar 22 
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* _— me poor indeed hat hal vena 


of him, who from ſelfiſn views, perhaps merely 


for the ſake of obtaining a trifling gratifi 


of his vanity, has done what may lead me to 


deſerve to forfeit that good name, even in the; 
ſmalleſt inſtance? And if he has: done this by 

dedeit; and has found means to gain affection or 
aſteæmm in return for it / hat other a& of diſho⸗ 
neſfy can exceed the baſeneſd of ſuch aupiob- 


little: timpreſſion hen practiſed in what are 
called trifles, though that circumſtanoe makes no 
change / in their real nature, and none can ſay 
he fat th conſequences, / even of trifles may 
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as: theſe; if at the ſame time, by being: muri 
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of Brprifling * thettiſelves, "will fedsft fail "16 
Pleafe, Upon 4 Night acquaintance; bur the beft 
Accor will find it Aifficult always tb keep up to 
His part! He who is polite only by rule; wit 
probably, on ſome occaſion or other, be*thrown 
off his guard ; and he who 1s continually _ 
Kitin# 12 atiments Which he does: not keel, will 
wüde ee able always to do i it in uch a War 
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perhaps: there may be as much affectatio in 


this conduct, as in the contrary extreme. ary Pride 


| may think to gain its own ends by an appearance 
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That ſincerity, Which i 18 diſpl ye | 
tation, is generally: tobe ſuſpected pahe conduc. 
en an honeſt heart inſpires, ons r 
| 4580 1 ft. and thoſe Who ſay roug tige neden 
best others! of their ſincerity; 
"$eaſvfi'to doubt of their beingy | 
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his vices; can claim no merit tom me | 
tenz: in ſo doing. e $3 ira 19 
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| * 0 5 1 cer cannot appear aniabl his 
heart is wrong, and his ſincerity, far rom being: 
A vine, ſerves. only to add to-the-xeſbyoff his lo 
faults chat of being willing to give pain to oben 
and able to throwaſide that ſhame h WIGAA db 
attend on every fault, whether great or ſmall, 
and rhich is. ſometimes. a reſtraint/to:fuchs h 
are en of e e 0 
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beerememberedy thatz>to/ connect the>idea>Gf\ 
godd qualitpralth'a: difagreeabls apþcarncepupiv 
doing it d real: injury; and leadacto mur Heart 
pemicious conſequences than may at firſt beUp2id 
prehended. Vet this is too often doneg Ae 
inſtances, not only by thoſe who are intereſted to 
promote ſuch a deception, but alſo by thbſe RS 
takx ug mixims upon credit} and believe N H ARA 
 otherk have believed, without enquiring inte En © 
preutndoof:ſuch opinions: and this 18 toes 
the! e world in gener!“ : 07 ds bas 
ROY 10 18977 rdf Aust Ntovs no bans. 
Much has been fnid and written! on thaidhybas 
ject ol Politehefxg bet thoſc och attend xd AER 
it generally begin where they ſhould end Ten 
the inſtruction they give, is ſomething like 
 teachingaſeobfeleganephratiacin a Mg 
mene Perſon in Huiſick 89:50 
dung hi learn'a e tunes Wegs 
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and neceſſ 3 ende We ghe 
Vorthieſt c ieder compleatly, amiable; Hut 
Sguld be a avi and nat a paruiſbs che ornament 
cf a good heart, kee diſguiſe of aibad.01:54 
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Wr 1 . ent t heart is doing irh 
2 delicate mind, and Vozhare, directed 

and xefined underſtanding, then PER; 
oof thels, qualities, wil ans eines auh 


true politeneſsz all. the. veſt, is, mere, cpi) 
cuſtom, which varies according 19, the manners 


of different nations, and different times; a con- 


for mity to this is hoyey 
thoſe who neglect to acquire the kno 
pradtice of it betray, the wagt, gffome;of the 
_ aboyerrentioned, qualities. di un n. e 0 | 
ni 208907 Of ved tongs is t a fit ibox; 
as Aerien, might as well refule, to ſpeakauche 
ngvage of aon, as 49,FQWBIHo HDi 
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x highly neceſſary and 


ers of indifference z, 1 

5 e. which though, unmeafing pe 
65, are eſtabliſhed by general conlent to 

1 ls certain ſentiments, an 1 a want of a arten 
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nion to, chem would p car to expreſs a. want 
of thoſe ſentiments, and! therefore, in regard to 
Na. /wavld have the ſame bad effect. 155 
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room before the per on 
in this. manner; for chough d ing f 
nly might be conſidered as ill- 1 


are re many indirect ways which are juſt axeffechual, 


| and which may be practiſed without anz breach | 
a eſtabliſhed forms. Like the Fbariſees of old, 


hy are ſcrupulous obſervers c of the letter of the 
law in trifles, while they neglect the ſpirit of ich 
and their 0 obſervance of forms, far ee 


A if ſerves. them only gs a the _ Wh 
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This is alſo, in general, or ly pur,on (ks the they, 
beſt areſs) when they are to, go Into COmpanyy 
for whenever politeneſs is not the natural expreſ- 


fion of the. YA) it muſt be in_ſome. degree, a | 
reſtraint, an 2,0 wh the! refore probably he;laid. ja 
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make HARP and che unkappincls which fines 
rifiies Tolpis in families Who really poſſeſs trail oY 
$660 URI and are not wanting in int bat 

ab 1 öften entirely owing to a Hank of 
Al CR e, politeneſs which ſhoilf FEI 
nic Whole conduct, though t the ina + 
AHR mut be different according 20 c 
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the ornamental part of it, like other ornaments, 
to be determined _ ** ee +34 | 
and time. ly} wool ins off 410 older 
int 0 algo e eel ied To int ASD 
To: enter - fully into ah detail M eh chan 
racter, would be an arduous taſk; indeed: but 
the-ſlighteſt ſketch, of what is truly pleaſing 
cannot fail to afford ſome ſatisfaction z ani chere 
can hardly be a more uſeful exereiſg the 
mind, chan to dwell. on the conſideration af god. 
and, amiable qualities, to endeavour to i imrO HSG 


upon every hint, and raiſe, our ideas: des ace, 
lence as high as poſſible. We ma y- then apply: | 


them to our on conduct in che ſordinaryoοοαν 
rences of life; e may obſeryve in hat . ſang 


am . bor to abi, 
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Frue benevolence inſpires a ſincere deſire ti 
prothote/the happineſs of others:; true delicdcy 
enables us to enter into their feelings; it has 
quick ſenſe of what may give pleaſure or pain, 
and teaches us to purſue the one, and avbid 
che other; and a refined underſtanding points 
Gu che ſureſt means of doing this, in different 
ctreuimſtances; and of ſuiting our conduct t 
che perſond wien whom we are concerne gulThe 
un of 'Wiitheſe will conſtitute thiat amiable! 
character, of Wich true politeneſs is the. gel 
nine and mitural expreſſſon: ogy 
'yiqqB 119111 VIII 9M 5b tog 26 14 in 25 50111 
—Theperſor- Who has not theſe qualities! ttiay 
indeed} by other means, attain to ſomething Ike 
Podlitenefs n' fone” occaſions; but the Perſbr 
vo poſſeſſes them in perfection, can never bee 

vunting in it, even for a moment; it ati inflafnce? = 
or i in any company; with fuperiors ald infe 
5 riors, with ſtrangers and with friends, the ſamæ 
i Character 
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character is ſtill preſerved, though expreſ 
different ways. "Thoſe pleaſing attentions, 1 
are the charm of ſociety, are i Paid 
with eaſe and ſatisfaction, for they are the na- 
tural language of ſuch ſentiments; and to ſuch 
a character it would be painful to omit them ; 
while every thing that can give unneceſſary 


pain, even in the ſmalleſt degree, is conſtant] 
_ avoided, becauſe directly contrary to it; for no 
h a diſpo- 


3 res n by a TRY of ſuch 
| time. | 


A ſuperior degree of delicacy. may fren be 
the cauſe of much pain to thoſe who poſſeſs it ; 
they will be hurt at many things which would 
make no impreſſion upon others; but from that 
very circumſtance, they will be taught to avoid 
giving pain on numberleſs occaſions, when others. 
might do it. Whenever an exceſs of ſenſibility 


is 
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. True acer foels the pain it receig 5 ö 
i feels much more ſtrongly the pain it | 1 e 
and therefore will never give any, which At is 
4 poſſi dle to avoid. Far from being the gauſe 
of un reaſonable complaints, uneaſineſs, and fret- 
i neſs, it v ill always carefully avoid ſuch.things; . 
will Kno w. how. to make allowances for. others, 
and wr ſuſfr in ſilence, than give them un- 
jece It will inſpire 1 the MG, N 1 


f tewper Which diſturb the. peace, 9! 
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, beeilen, vithout expoſing them to the humi ; 
ation of being upbraided, or even of being ma 
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lightens and directs benevolence; diſcovers num- 
berleſs occaſions for the exertion of it, which are 
too generally overlooked ; and points out the 
fureſt and moſt pleaſing means of attaining 1 thoſe 
ends which it purſues. 


This earneſt deſire to promote the happineſs 
of all, which is eſſential to true politeneſs, ſould 
always be carefully diſtinguiſhed from that deſire 
of pleaſing, in which ſelf-love is in fact che ob- 


ject; for though this may ſometimes appear, to 
produce the ſame effects with the other, it is by 


no means ſufficient fully to ſupply its place. It 
is indeed a natural ſentiment, which is s both Plea- 
ſing and uſeful when kept within due : 2 
To gain the good-will of others, is ſooth 

to the heart; and they muſt. be proud or inſen- : 
ſible, in a yery uncommon degree, who are not 
Ney of, it y kur uch come; han. en 1s nfs 
cellary to inſpire true and conſtant politeneſs; 
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every inſtance and this deſire, carried to exceſs, 
may produce very pernicious. conſequences. 
From hence ſometimes proceed endeavours to 
ſupplant others in the favour of thoſe we wiſh to 
pleaſe, and to recommend ourſelves at their 
expence, together with all: the train of evils 
which attend on envy and jealouſy. From hence 
alſo flattety, and all thoſe means of gaining 
favor „ by which the real good of others is ſa- 
crificed to our own intereſt and from hence 
much of the'infincerity which prevails in com- 
mon coefHatibn. Falſe maxinis are adopted, 
Aud Tee Annen d puiſed; 4 diſpoſition 
to fidicule, Cœniſbri riouſneſs, arid many other faults, 
ar&ehicoutage; and truth and goodneſs are ſa- 
crificcd to thi fear of giving offence ; and thus 
an aan in itſelf innocent; and calculated 
to promote che pleaſure and advantage of ſo- 
N is made productive of much evil, by being 
fuffered” to act beyond its proper ſphere, and to 
3 tane 
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take place of others which hould ; alw ways be 
preferred before it. e odd 

N niit BVV Al 
| But even conſidered in the molt favou als 
light, the deſire of pleaſing others falls far hs hort 
of that endeavour to make them happy which 
benevolence inſpires; for the one is o nly E 


erted in ſuch inſtances as can gain ane 
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the other extends to every thing withil its power, 
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inconſiſtent with the other. © vet Hind 
done with that true politeneſs which his nd el 


911 Gn aan 


of thoſe qualities already mentiohs 2. 1 4 very 
AR O10] 101 S Voeiim 
5 to ſucceed beter in ie ed, even dd to 


44 13196) 


un g favour with all . Mie fe” flat K. 


8 1 72 


my valuable; but! it ' depends ft n Lick e 


10 bl £5 M13 1013 


curſtances, 1 it is a ſettled c Ars 


nat naturally diſplayed in every uta 


15 
0 
” > 
- — 


24 Wa * ; 3 ere 0 „ 7 N 4 a, 
RB BAC £1 wot aA wr font; 
1d HHS DAB = Ion 13110 
* — < a 4 5 * l Z* 4" 
— x 
or ſtu . 
- 


ON POLITENESS. 161 


. * 
„ A a 


It may, alfo be obſerved, that though a great 
Fa of affection may ſubſiſt where this quality 
is wanting, yet that want will always prove an 
allayt to the pleaſure of it. We ſee perſons who 
really feel this affection, who would do and 
ſuffer : a a great. deal to ſerve each other, and 

would conſider a ſeparation by abſence or death 
ag. one. of the greateſt of evils; and who yet, 
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mere!) . rom t! the want of this. quality, loſe 2 
Werken ortunities of Promoting the hap- 


&} N&2 bt 
pineſs of thoſe hy truly love and value,” and 


e m xeal in, without ever ron 
ar  JELD f ti 10911 
1 themſel es,0 of being wanting in | 


Zirl 


bay! & 


5 


ffection, heca uſe they feel that they Fw ap 2 


* 10, Exp themſelves in in doing * a 


TUUYE ſervice. · . Thus | the 1 pleaſure of ſociety 
s deſtroyed, and the ſuppoſed conſciouſneſs. of 
98 good. qualities A (for, the exertion of 


9 iii 


hich 5,35. aſfible. no. opportunity, may ever 
offer) is thought to make amends for. 1 the 


l 
N33 | want 
71 


I 


1 — > 5 4 2 __ 2 . Lo 8 
© ha — — — — en OP ot 4 OE ron «, A, 2 $4 P . 2 4 a wa . 
— —— . —— . ⏑§⏑———— 2 en er rents 7 nr ng rs — — — r — — 
* — — — on} A > 


— 


. — 


rr 
2 —— 
— 
. 


182 ON POLITENESS. 


want of ſuch as are truly pleaſing and uſeful in 
every day and hour of our intercourſe with eacl 
other. PHB 019 e, Ten n porting lt 
ble 


* 1 9 2 

1 . * 

#710 ; * $ 
* 


HFappineſs conſiſts not in ſome ex 


inſtance of good fortune, nor virtue in ſome 


illuſtrious: exertion of it; for ſuch things are in 
the power of few; but if they are true and ge- 
nuine, the one muſt be practiſed and the other 


enjoyed in the conſtant and uniform tenor of 
our lives. The perſon who, on ſome extraordi- 


nary occaſion, does another ſome ſignal piece 
of ſervice, is by no means ſo great a benefactor 
as one who makes his life eafy and happy by 


thoſe pleaſing attentions, the ſingle inſtances of 


which too often paſs unnoticed, but which al- | 
together form the delight of ſocial intercourſe, 
and afford a calm and ſerene pleaſure, without 
which, the moſt proſperous forrume can never 
beſtow Dk ; 

There 
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3 ” 
* 


There is a ſecurity, in all our intercourſe with 
perſons, of this character, which baniſhes that 
continual anxiety, and dread of giving offence, 
which ſo often throw a reſtraint. on the freedom 
of converſation. Such perſons wiſh all mankind 
to be amiable and happy, and therefore would 
certainly do their utmoſt to make LCNCTT {o; and 
far from taking offence where none was intended, 
they will be, diſpoſed to ſee all in the moſt fa- 
approve; they will never be ſevere in their cen- 
ſures on any, but always ready to endeavour to 
ſakes they wiſh. it, and not in reſentment of an 
injury received, or with a view to aſſume to 
themſelves a ſuperiority over them. They will 
make allowances for all the little peculiarities of 
humour, all the weakneſſes, and even the faults, 
as far as poſſible, of thoſe with whom they con- 
Ta: ä 
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velſe and carefully avoid whatever imay"tend-to- 


irritate and aggravate them, which is often done 


by ſuch things as would be cls and indiffe- 
rent in bther circumſtances. 21% to An 


$33 fIOFIE K | 3% 10% 115117 $127 n 


5 nd not kd: has a bad effect, daes 


preſent uneaſineſs, but ſerves to ſtrengthen a 


bad habit; for every fault (particularly a fault 
of the temper) is increaſed by exerciſe, andi tri 
fles, which might have been immediately forgut- 
ten are kept up by being taken notice of till 
they become real evils. They willalfo:carefully 
avoid expoſing peculiarities and weak neſſes, and 
never engage in the cruel ſport of what is called 
«playing off a character,” by leading others 
to betray their own follies, and make themſelves 
ridiculous without ſuſpecting it! 21 1 1001 

iloq wx zit icky bt tl 10 lin l. | 


Such an amuſement is by no mtans incon- 


tent with artificial * becauſe the 


Setttig 47 „ . perſon 


dees Sho läden by i. is not ſenfib of che 
injury but it is directly contrary rothat palite« 
neſs which is true and ſincere, becauſe none of 
the qualities on which it is founded could ever 
2 ſuch conduct, or find any gratification in 

On the contrary, they would give a- feeling 
hs aha injury: of which the perſon who ſuffers; it 
is inſenſible. There is indeed ſomething-parti- 
Saale, beer in this conduct; it is like a 


ted in breach of truſt, and not 
een the honeſt heart muſt 


be ſhockodl ati ĩt. Jo ſay it is deſerved, is no 
excuſe a puniſhment may often be deſerved, 
but it can never be a e to a benevolent 
heart to inflict it. eee eee nee 
let gms Bu iii c 7 Ee" . 
But it is impoſſible to enter into a particular 
detail of the conduct which this [ſincere polite- 
neſs would inſpire on every occaſion. Its mo- 
tive 1 always the lame; the manner of 


d | expreſſing 
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expreſſing it will readily be varied as different 
circumſtances may require; it will obſerve 

forms, where a neglect of them would give 
offence; it will be gentle, mild, and unaffected | 
at all times; compaſſionate, and tenderly. at- 
tentive to the afficted; indulgent to the weak, 
and ready not only to bear with them without 
impatience, but to give them all poſſible aſſiſt- 


eaſy, chearful, and even playful in familiar inter- 
courſe, and on ſuitable occaſions; ſince far from 
being a reſtraint upon the freedom of ſociety, 
it is indeed the only way of throwing aſide all 
reſtraint, without introducing any bad conſe- 


quences by doing G needs no artifice and 


diſguiſe; it purſues no ſiniſter aims, no (ſelfiſh 


views; but ſeeks the real good of all, endea- 
vours to expreſs what it feels, and to appear ſuch 
as it RON 18. : 9 ; | "171 AG "#7 TEL 


How 
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How pleaſing were general ſociety;"if ſuch a 


diſpoſition prevailed! How delightful all fa 


mily intercourſe, if it were never laid aſide! 


Even friendſhip itſelf cannot be compleatly 


happy without it: even real affection will not 


always ſupply its place. It is an univerſal 


charm, which embelliſhes every pleaſure in ſocial 
life, prevents numberleſs uneaſineſſes and diſ- 
guſts which ſo often diſturb its peace, and ſoftens 
thoſe which ĩt cannot entirely prevent. It adds 


luſtre to every good and valuable quality, and 


in ſome degree, will atone for wy faults, a 
Wa wer bad effets, 


ut it yt be aſked; how is this quality to be 
attained?” And it muſt indeed be owned, that 


. 


to poſſeſs it in its utmoſt perfection requires a 


very ſuperior degree both of delicacy and good 
ſenſe, with which all are not endowed. | But this 


ſhould never diſcourage any from the endeavour; 


for 


1 6 
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for. all may improve their talents if they will 
exert them, and by aiming at perfection, may 
make continual advances towards it. Every 


good amd is beſt underſtood 8 endeavouring 


del us a oenfder En conduct aha Eminent 
deſcribed would dictate on every different occa- 
Gong let us endeayour to form to ourſelves the 
beſt 1 notion. of 1 it We Are able; and then watch. for 
opportunities to put it in practice, 15 Such an 
attention will diſcover many which were over- 
looked before; it will ſhew us hel re we have 


n. — 


155 


owing ;.. and point out to us thoſe e qualities in 
which we are deficient, and W we ought to 
endeavour. to cultivate with the greateſt care. 
Our ſphere of action will be enlarged, and many 
things, too generally conſidered as matters of in- 
difference, will become objects of attention, and 
N afford 


been wanting, and to what cauſe | it 2 has 


T Aa WI 
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afford means of i improving ourſelves, afld and Bene! 
fiting others. Nothing will be eee 8 tri 
fling, if it can do this even in the ſmalleſt de gres; 
ſince in that view even trifles become valuable; | 
Our ideas of excellence will be raiſed by conti- 

nually aiming at it, and the heart e by 
the be tholights of being thus employed. * 


Above all, let us ſubdue thoſe paſſions \ which 
is often oppoſe what reaſon approves, And whit 
We would' afford che trueſt pleaſures to "Wi heart; 
and let us fix" all that is good and aàmiabie on 


the only fare An immoveable foundation _— 
220 


the belle of 1 that Religi ion which alone can 
reach us Cent. Univerſal, and dilinreaMGa 
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CHARACTER of CURIO. 


„ls his way,” ſaid Alcander, as Curio 
went out of the room: indeed my 
« friend, you muſt not mind it, he is an honeſt 
« fellow as ever lived.” 
It may be ſo,” replied Hilario, © but really 
« his honeſty is nothing to me; and had he 
« picked my pocket, and converſed with good 
« humour, I ſhould have ſpent a much more 
5 te agreeable evening. He has done nothing 
« but vent his ſpleen againſt the world, and 
- contradict 
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* contradict every thing that was ſaid; and you 
« would have me bear with all this, becauſe he 
does not deſerve to be hanged!” 


« Indeed” ſaid Alcander, © you do not know 
« him; with all his roughneſs, he has a worthy, 
« benevolent heart ;—his family and friends 
4 muſt bear with the little peculiarities of his 
« temper, for in eſſential things he is always 
« ready to do them ſervice, and I will venture 


4 fay, he would beſtow his laſt ſhilling to _ 


« them in diſtreſs. I remember, a few weeks 
ago, I met him on the road in a violent rage 
cc with his ſervant, becauſe he had neglectec 
« ſome trifle he expected him to have done; 
nothing he did could pleaſe him afterwards, 
„and the poor fellow's patience was almoſt 
ct exhauſted; fo that he was very near giving 
« him warning. Soon after, the ſervant's horſe 
bs * him, and he was very dangerouſly hurt. 


« Curio 
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| nediately ran to him, carried him 
home in his arms, ſent for the beſt aſſiſtance, 
and attended him conſtantly himſelf, to ſee 
« that he wanted for nothing; he paid the whole 
0 expence; and as he has never recovered ſo far 
«as tu be able to do his work as he did before, 
t Curio has taken care to ſpare him upon every 
K occaſion, and has increaſed his wages, that he 
may be able to afford the little indulgencies 


9 N 3 e N 
r — it was,” replied Hilario, * that 
ec the poor fellow happened to meet with this 
« terrible accident, for otherwiſe he would never 
hve Enown that he had a good maſter, but 


«of his n whotud nt * t n 
« with him; the young fellow was come to town 
a ' "uy « from 


he ſlipt a bank- note of one hundred pounds 


avoid receiving his thanks for it.” 


| CuaxacrEx or Curio. 
« from Cambridge, for a few days, and had been 


« to viſit his uncle, but happening unfortunately 


«to be drefſed for an aſſembly, the old gentle- 


ee man was difpleaſed with his appearance, and 
ec began railing at the vices and follies of the 
ce age, as if his nephew had been deeply engaged 
« in them, though I believe no one is leſs in- 
« clined to them; but every thing he did or 
« ſaid was wrong through the whole day, and 
« as he has really a reſpe& for his uncle, he 


came away quite dejected and mortified at his 
s treatment of him.“ 


« And a few days after,” replied Alcander, 
* when that nephew called to take leave of him, 


into his hands at parting, to pay che expences 
* of his journey, and ran out of the room to 


8 


« 80 
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ee So then, returned Hilario, © if the young 
« man is of a ſordid diſpoſition, and thinks 
money a better thing than friendſhip, good- 
« humour, and all the amiable qualities which 
“ render life agreeable, he has reaſon to be per- 
« fectly ſatisfied with his uncle; if he is not, the 
© old gentleman has done his part to make him 
« fo, by ſhewing him, that according to his 
<« notions, kindneſs conſiſts in giving money. 
« For my part, if ever I ſhould be a beggar, 
sand break my bones, I may perhaps be glad 
to meet with your friend again; but as I hope 
* neither of thoſe things are ever likely to hap- 
« pen to me, I am by no means ambitious of 
« the honour of his acquaintance :—his- good 
e qualities are nothing to me, and his bad ones 
are a plague to all who come in his way.” 
« One may bear with them,” replied Alcander, 
« where there is ſo much real worth;-the whole 
4% 0 L world 


— —— — — — 
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ce world count not bribe that man to do a baſe 
« action.“ 


So much the better for him,” returned Hila- 
rio; © but really, as I ſaid before, it is nothing 


t to me; and after all, whatever excuſes your 


* good- nature may find for him, there muſt be 
ſomething wrong in the heart, where the man- 
“ners are fo unpleaſant.” 


cc He has not 4 good temper,” ſaid Alcander » 
and every man has not the ſame command 


© over himſelf, but indeed he has a good heart, 


« and if you knew him as welt as I do, you muſt 
© love him with all his oddities.” 


« His oddities are quite enough for me,” 
returned Hilario, © and I defire to know no 
“more of him; he might make me efteem him, 
4c eee make me love him, and it 


cc Is 
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« ig very unpleaſant to feel one of theſe where 
« one. cannot feel the other. 


Aleander could not but be ſenſible of the 
truth of many of Hilario's obſervations ;—he 
ſighed in ſecret for the friend whoſe good qua- 
lities he valued, and whoſe foibles gave him 

pain; and could Curio have known what his 
friend felt for him at that moment, it might 
perhaps have gone farther than all he ever read 
or thought upon the ſubject, towards correcting 
a fault for which he often blamed himſelf, bur 
which he {till continued to indulge, _ to ima- 
| Sine himſelf unable to ſubdue. . 5 


Perhaps neither of the parties concerned in 
this diſpute were well qualified to judge as to 
che ſubject of it. Eſteem and regard influenced 
the one, and added ſtrength to his good- nature; 
while the other, whoſe patience was wearied 

e out 
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out by the ill-humours of a ſtranger, of whoſe 

| merits he was ignorant, was naturally diſpoſed 

to view them in an unfavourable light. But 
ſuch a converſation muſt induce every indiffe- | 
rent perſon to reflect on the importance of a 
quality which could oblige a friend to bluſh 
for the perſon he eſteemed, and make an enemy 
at firſt ſight of one by no means wanting in 
good- nature, who came into company with a 
diſpoſition to pleaſe and to be pleaſed, and 
whoſe diſguſt was * by a * 5 
ment in that aim. NE 


Can ſuch a quality be a matter of little con- 
ſequence, which thoſe who are punctual in their 
duty in more eſſential points may be permitted 
to neglect? Can it be a diſpoſition ſo ſtrongly 
implanted in the. heart of any man, that his 
The firſt | 
ſuppoſition might furniſh an excuſe for giving 
| way 


utmoſt efforts cannot conquer it? 
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way to any fault, ſince all may fancy they have 
virtues to counterbalance it. The laſt would 
reduce us almoſt to mere machines, and diſ- 
courage every effort to reform and improve 
the heart, without which, no real and ſolid | 
virtue can be attained. 1 
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THERE are many people who take the 
' meaſure of a character, like the taylor in 
Laputa, who, in order to make a ſuit of cloaths 
for Gulliver, took the ſize of his thumb, and 
concluded that the reſt was in proportion ; they 


form their judgment from ſome ſlight circum- 
ſtance, and conclude that the reſt of * cha- 
radter muſt be of a 15 with i it. 


Wee all bodies formed according to the 
exact rules of proportion, this method of taking 
che meaſure would be infallible, ſuppoſing the 
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taylor perfectly acquainted with thoſe rules; 
but in order to find the ſame certainty in this 
method of judging of characters, we muſt not 
only ſuppoſe that the perſon who is to judge of 
them is equally well informed of all the diffe- 
rent variations, but we muſt alſo ſuppoſe that 
the ſame motives regularly produce the ſame 
actions, and that the ſame feelings are always 
expreſſed in the ſame manner; and a very little 
obſervation. is ſufficient to. ſhew that this is far 
from being 1 the caſe. 


Human nature, it is ſaid, is s always the ſame. 
But what is human nature ?—and who could 
ever enu merate all its various Powers, inclina- 
tions, affections, and. paſſions „ with all the diffe- 
rent effects they may produce by their different 
combinations, the objects on which they may 
be employed, and the variety of circumſtances 
which may attend them?) i ad ol ot 
fm: 


5, 


This leaves a wide field for imagination to 
exert itſelf; but attention and obſervation might 
ſerve to perplex and make us diffident of our 
own judgment ; and as it is much eaſier, as well 
as more flattering. to vanity, to judge from a 
firſt: impreſſion, than from reaſon and reflection, 
a favourable or untavourable prejudice is apt to 
take the lead in the opinions formed of the 
actions of thoſe about whom we are much inte- 
reſted ; and where this is not the caſe, moſt 
people meaſure by a certain line of their own, 
beyond which they know not how to go; and 
when they meet with refinements of which they 
are incapable, they can form no idea of «them 
in another; and therefore, by aſſigning ſome 
other motite to ſuch actions, they reduce them 
0 theix c andard; and being then able to 
chend n was unintelligible before, 

they conclude that their preſent opinion muſt 
certainly be right, and form their judgment oſ a 
the reſt of the character according to it. 


— — — — 
— —— or * 1 
. 


204 SN CAINDDUR: 


From theſe, and many other cauſes which 
might be aſſigned, it appears that there muſt 
always be great uncertainty in the opinions we 
form of the actions of others, and in the infe- 
rences we draw from particular actions con- 
cerning the general character; the obvious 
concluſion from which is, that we ſhould be 
always upon our guard againſt forming an haſty 
judgment, or laying too much ſtreſs upon thoſe 
judgments which we cannot help forming, and 
be very cautious that we do not ſuffer our own 
prejudices and fancies to acquire the force of 
truth, and influence our opinions afterwards. 


Yet ſtill, whilſt we live in this world, and 
converſe with others, it is impoſſible to avoid 
forming ſome opinion of them from their 
words and actions, and it is not always eaſy to 
aſcertain the juſt bounds within which this: 
opinion" ou ght to be confined, and to diſtinguiſh 
between 
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between the dictates of reaſon, wy thoſe of 
prej judice and * 


Since then we cannot ſhut our eyes, it may 
be uſeful to us to procure as much light as we 
can; not that we may be continually prying into 
what does not concern us, but that where we 
cannot avoid forming ſome judgment, we may 
do it with juſtice and candour; that we may 
learn to avoid being poſitive, where we muſt be 
uncertain; and to fee and confeſs our error, 
where we may have been wrong. Wo 


A benevolent heart, ever defirous of eder 
ing che actions of others in the moſt favourable 


light, will indeed be {cſs liable than any other tc o 
the bad conſequences which may follow from 
n 201 


the difficulties attending on our judgme nts of. 
others : for an error on the favourable fide i iS 


10 Gonne 


Lar leſs pernicious to them, or to ourſelves, than 
the 


ns 
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| the contrary. would be; yet every error is liable 


to bad conſequences. The perſon who has 
formed an haſty favourable judgment, may 
probably in time be convinced. of his miſtake; 
having been deceived, he may grow ſuſpicious, 


* 


till every appearance of good is miſtruſted, and 


he falls by degrees into the contrary extreme: 


for error cannot be the foundation of real and | 
laſting good, ſince, ſooner or later, it muſt be 


ſhaken, and then . the ſuperſtructure, however 
beautiful in appearance, will fall to runs. 


1 £ TR 71 g 
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True Charity and Benevolence certainly do 
not conſiſt in deceiving ourſelves and others; 
they do not make us blind and inſenſible, nor do 
they give a falſe light, to lead us aſtray from che 
truth, and then leave us bewildered in darkneſs 


and error, ſecking in vain to return, and miſ- 


truſting every appearance of light which would 


conduct us back again, Like all other virtues, 
. they 
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they flow from the Source of Eternal Truth; 
they muſt be firmly rooted in the heart, and con- 
tinually exerciſed in every different ſituation, 
not merely the tranſient effect of good ſpirits and 
good-humour, which ſometimes make a perſon 
diſpoſed to be pleaſed with others; only becauſe 
he is pleaſed with himſelf; for then he will be 
diſpleaſed again, with as little reaſon, whenever 

the preſent humour gives place to another. 
Still leſs are they the effect of weakneſs of judg- 
ment, and want of diſcernment and penetration, 
which, in fact, are more * to lead to the 
n extreme. | 5 

That they are ſometimes conſidered in this 
laſt point of view, may perhaps be one of the 
chief reaſons for that want of them Which fo 
often appears in general converſation. The 
vanity of diſplaying ſuperior talents, is very 
prevalent, and it is often much more from this 


principle, 
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principle, than from real ill. nature, that the 
faults and imperfections of the abſent' are ex- 
poſed. To gain admiration is the object of 
purſuit ; any other way by which it might be 
attained, would anſwer the purpoſe juſt as well; 
but unfortunately all others are more difficult, 

while this is within the reach of all; for the 
weakeſt have penetration enough to diſcover 
imperfections in thoſe whoſe excellencies | are 
far above their peach. 


- Thats OY "PA no ſolid virtues of their own 
may aſſume a temporary ſuperiority, by declaim- 
ing againſt the faults of others; and thoſe who 
have neither wit, nor any talents to amuſe, . 
may yet raiſe a laugh by expoſing what is ri- 
diculous, or may be made to appear ſo. A 
eee eee 
deſirous of being thought to poſſeſs, might help 

a farther * into themſelves and others 


perhaps find that they have 
only been expoſing what was Obvigus to every. 


body, and gaining the reputation of: 


in fact without deſerving it (any otherwi ſe than 


by inattention.;) for admiration was their Point 


3 


in view, and it is very post that the 1 ; 
quences of what they ſaid, might never enter ; 


their thoughts; and that they would have been 


true light. But 


ating others, was the object of their purſuit; and 
it were confidered męrely 


the means of attainin 
as ſuch, vithout any attention to their conſe- 
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converſation, may fall into an error of the ſam 

it = 


4 he 


their motives, — ſuppoſe the 
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loſt :10 ll ſenſe e benevolence 2 11 | 


really; ſhocked-ha ad they conſidered them 1 in their 


moſt obvious parts of a character while! Dan 
rality of the world, unleſs ſome extraordinary 
| occaſion call them forth to-uiftion. © 


actuated foldy by malice and il. nature; while 
a perſon of real diſcernment would bave avoided 
the errors of both; and not from weakneſs, but 
from ſtrength of judgment, would have acted a 


more charitable part: for nothing is more Juſt 


than the obſervation of an excellent author: 


& Ce neſt point au depens de Fefprit qu vn eſt 


« bon.” The faults and follies ure often the 


? 
{i <ffy ary 7 
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„en 2UORN. Hot 26 
It is wonderful to obſerve, how many unn 
vourable and unjuſt opinions are formed, merely 


by not fufficiently: confidering! the very be: 


lights in which the ſane action win appear to 


different perſons on different octaſtons. How 


T / 11 ＋ 
* 


many ching are fhid in general converſation, 
from euren and imattention, from 4 flow 
of 
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* N and a deſire to. fp bis, which. 
which, confidered ſeparately, may appear in 

ſuch alight as. the ſpeaker. never: thought. of! 
Not only. the ilk-natured, but the pere 
obſerver, may often be miſled. by ſuch appears. 
ances, and ſhocked: at things. which want only. 
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of 3 ſpeaker, may ee nk 0 FT 
Wake things Appear Aifferens- from, what they 
really are; and great allawances ſhould. be made 
for his own paſſions - and prejudices „ as well as 
for thoſe of gathers: for though they Ma be 
I aue to be dente Ne to him, Vet it ig 
* heir. irg 
ified tg judge hen 
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A perſon who is under any particular dej Ton 


of ſpirits, and feels that 4 4 or look 
would be a cordial to his heart, 
come by the mirth of a cheerful ei 
clined to attribute to inſenfibility what _—_ 
was merely owing to ignorance of his ſituation, 


and the lively impreſſion of preſent ' pleaſure ; 
while another, whoſe heart is elated by ſome: 
little ſucceſs which his imagination has raiſed 


far above its real value, may be ſhocked at the 
coldneſs of thoſe, who being more rational, and 


leſs intereſted, ſee the matter in its true light, 


and therefore cannot ſhare in his * in des 
manner 1 8 and wiſhes. X 
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their conduct in regard to them. But whe we 
judge of the actions of others by, our own feelings, 
or rather by our own reaſonings, upon what we 
_ Chooſe to ſuppoſe would be our feelings on the 
like occaſion, we muſt be liable 10 continua! 


Ta; foal. for oi is a np pi 
claimed by all, and which certainly, i in ſome de- 
gree, ſeems to be implanted in human nature; 
they muſt be inſenfible indeed, or ſomething far 
worſe, who can ſee others happy without being 
pleaſed, or miſerable, without ſympathiſing in 
their ſufferings, and wiſhing to relieve them. 

But to enter fully into the feelings o of others, to 

_ be truly ſenſible of the impreſſion 'every circum- 
ſtance makes in their fituation, is much more 
difficult; and more uncommon, | than at firſt fight” 

may appear; and yet; unleſs we could do this 
* muſt always be great uncertainty in dur 
HH . opinions 


$ 
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When he Heels the pain f being odliged to think 
unfevottrably of anocher, to corifider at the fame 
time, that if te Knew all, He Wight find mary 
reaſons to abate the ſeverity of the cenſufe Wich 
he hears pronounced by others, and to which 
He is unable to give à farisfactory atffwer, be- 
caufe, According to Lee it been t 
Have been deſerved. he 


Mott Pente act Huch tiidre from tlieir dean 
chan from reaſon and reflection; thoſe wo CO 
ſicter coolly of Cirettttiſtancts in iich they are 
no Way intereſted, 'mity ly a Plan ef conduct 
Which may appear do then f rätibftal and na- 
tial, chat they wonder how any one cbt frtifs 
it; while Yhofe who are engaged in action, are 
often hurried on by the impufſe of the Profetir 
moment, And chou W any bad initefition, 
1017110 my 
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may fall into ſuch errors as the cool reaſoner 
would think almoſt impoſſibie : or perhaps ſome» 
times, without conſidering the matter, they may 
riſe 60 heights of excellence which would never 
have occurred to hirn, and which, for that raa- 
| fax, he may probably be unable to comprehend, 
and nenn to dee WE 


| cw only debe. Mid: every 
ſcience a light and ſuperficial knowledge often 
makes a perſon vain and poſitive, while long and 
attentive ſtudy, and a deep inſight into the real 
nature of things, produce a contrary. effec, and 
lead to bumilicy and diffidente; this may be 
_ partly owing to that defire of diſplaying what 


| they polich, which is aten found in thoſe who 


_ Hoſtels but little. and are therefore ambitious of 
| making the moſt of it, in onder to impoſe upon 
mme world by falſe appearances, and prevent a 

ame of 'thac poverty which they with to 
: VE. "M4 conceal; 


J 
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conceal ; but it is alſo often nay to a ned | 
Nn of * 


4 The Gtperſicial obſerver conſiders the object 
only in one point of view, which perhaps is new 
to him, and therefore ſtrikes his imagination 
ſtrongly ; and it does not occur to him that it 
may be conſidered in other lights, and that, upon 
farther enquiry, he might find reaſon to change 
his opinion, or at leaſt to doubt of what at firſt 
appeared to him clear and evident. Pleaſed 
with what he has acquired, and ignorant of what 
farther might be acquired, he is ſatisfied and 
poſitive; while thoſe who are farther advanced, 
ſee a vaſt field of knowledge open before them, of 
which they are ſenſible that they can explore only 
a very ſmall part; and by taking an enlarge 
view of things, and obſerving how often they 
have been deceived by conſidering them in 
a falſe Light, are n to avoid being poſi- 


tive, 
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* where ROW are ane their n 


human heart, as well as to every other, in which 
we can only judge from appearances. Thoſe who 
know leaſt are oſten moſt ready to decide, and 
moſt poſitive in their deciſions; and poſitiveneſ 

generally gains more credit than it deſerves. 
The conſequences of this are perhaps more per- 
nicious in regard to this ſubject than any other, 
becauſe it requires much leſs penetration to diſ- 
cover . and n than n * ſolid 


. . may appear * e of ae 
poſing, that perſons of deep knowledge and 
obſervation. of mankind are ro be avoided, as 
being inclined to paſs the ſevereſt judgments 
on the conduct of others.” Thoſe indeed whO 

harbour 


would paſs unobſerved, or perhap: 
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harbour any criminal deſigns, and conceal vice 
under the maſk of hypocriſy, may tremble under 
the eye of a keen obſerver; for ſuch an one may 
ſee through their deepeſt diſguiſes, and expoſe 
them in their true light when it is neceſſary, 


He may alſo detect the fallacy of an aſſumed 
merit, and falſe virtue, which: have paſſed upon 


the world for real; but he will ſec at the fame 


for every fault and weakneſs ; he will diſcover 
many an humble excellence which fecks not to 
diſplay itſelf to the world, and many an inſtance 
of true goodneſs of heart, and delicacy of ſenti- 
ment, expreſſed in trifling circumſtances, which 
be totally : 
miſinterpreted, by a perſon of leſs obſervation 


and knowledge of mankind; he will alfo be 


more open to conviction, and ready to acknow- 


| + ls in becauſe he is not under the ne- 


ceſſity 
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ety If nde gteurig to imp e upon * | 
Wold by a falſe appearance ef knowledge, which. 
Why dais a cke in what is Trae | 


perſonl of real knowledge is fentible that he 
won be RN and bas not the forme 


Hi ffs; And if His > ehe be 
Joined with trod benevolence, he will be conti- 
Tally watching for an opportunity to change 
His opinion, if that opfttion has been formed on 
the unfavourable ſite, or at- leuft to diſcover 
ſome good qualities which may counterbalance 
che fatilt he cou not help obſerving. For the 8 
ferne rerfons, he will be abways ready and wil- 
Aung to -obſerve am alterution for the better in 
th6ſe of whom die fs thotght moſt unfavour- 
"hs infteacl of being glad {as is' fometimes the 
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caſe with others) of any new inſtance which 
may ſerve to confirm the opinion formerly pro- 
-nounced, and afraid of any thing which may 
contradict it. He will always remember, that 
the worſt character may improve; and the ſe- 


vereſt judgments ever pronounced by the igno- 


rant and ill-natured, even thoſe which have 
been aſſented to with regret by the ſenſible, and 
benevolent, may afterwards. be changed: but 
the firſt will be afraid and unwilling to acknow- 
ledge that they have been obliged. to change 


their opinion ; the laſt will be ever ready to do it, 


and not aſhamed to own it, when they can 
obſerve a Hangs of conduct. 


: e indeed quick-lighted, but igno- 
rance 1s improperly repreſented as being blind; 
it rather furniſhes a falſe light, which leads into 


a thouſand errors and miſtakes, The difference 


between them does not conſiſt. in the number of 


1 | | their 
«5% : 


1 * * 2 
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their obſervations, but in the truth and zultnen | 
of them. Penetration may diſcover. thoſe, faults, 
and weakneſſes which really exiſt; but ignorance,  . 
will faney it has diſcovered. many which never 
exiſted at all; and it is difficult inden to con- 
vince ne of a W pi 
OY wat ae his ne that thoſe Wann 
which diſpoſe us to make a right uſe of the 
knowledge of mankind, contribute at the ſame | 
time to increaſe chat knowledge. The heart 
which is merely ſelfiſh does not underfland the 
language of benevolence, diſintereſtedneſs, and 
generoſity, and therefore is very liable to miſin- 
terpret it; while thoſe who feel themſelves capable 
of great and worthy actions, will find no diffi- 
culty in believing that others may be ſo. too, 
and vill have an idea of a character which can 
hardly ever be perfectly underſtood by thoſe 5 
* feel nothing like it in themſelves. 


Vice, 
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Vice, even in ſpite of itfelf,, muſt pay a re- 
verence to virtue, conſſdered in general, but 
the moſt exalted heights, and moſt refined in- 
ſtances of it, are far above its comprehenſion. 
This obſervation holds! not only in regard to- 
ſach characters as are entirely abandoned to 
vice, but to all the leſſer degrees of it, which 
always, more or leſs, tend to inſpire ſyfpicien, 
and make it difficult to underſtand an oppoſite 


honeſt and ee heart E would an 
_” | A I fi 1111 * 111 £1 _ WEE 


It is impoſſible to read or hear the AY 


tions of thoſe who are celebrated for the deepeſt 
knowledge of mankind, without being hurt to 
obferve that vice and folly, with the means of 
play ing upon them, and making 'advaritage- of 
them, are made the general objects of attention; 
while true e goodneſs of heart, and rectitude of 
character, 


if weh things can exift, His W * his 
ves they do not) he who leaves 

rely out in his account, muſt have bur 
nnn ee of mankind. M pl 
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059 5 in uten a Night and fer 
e mankind is very apt to miſlead, is 
reducing every thing to general rules 
Which is always found in thoſe whoſe views 
are not very extenſive. A few ſuch rules are 
cafily 1 remembered; and they have an appear- 
ance of conveying a great deal of knowledge at 
once, which oſten procures them a favourable 
reception - not only from thoſe who are deſirous 
of concealing their i ignorance under an appear- 
ance of knowledge, but even from ſueh as might 
be capable of detecting their fallacy, if they 
would give themſelves the trouble of examining 


ID" «+ 21 — [4 741 Fe 4: of 4 # $7 * os ln 


y a 4 . 
I" 4 1 ; 3 N 
* os 8 > | F 
” 
** : 
: * 
£ $$ 4% 
< 
— Pc . , 0 


— 


_ — n — — 5 — —— caries 
—— . . 3 rr . . ——_w_—wlt.._.u— —— . ⅛ 


and this is much more flattering to vanity, tha 
acknowledge ourſelves unable to exp 


Ip penetration, "oa of ce 1 


7 To ſay that all men act from pr de A L1-LICCH 
Sc. and then to explain every action accordingly,; 
is much eaſier than to trace the mee 
ferent actions in different naracter; 11 
the various ſources from e FRA * 


A Aram, which has been ene 
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haps often have given occafion'to miſtakes of 
this kind; che qualities which: belong” to the 
literal. ſenſe of the word, are applied to it when 
uſed metaphorically; and from a habit of con- 
necting the word with thoſe : qualities / ſuch 
reaſonings often paſs current, though à little 
attention might eaſily have diſoouered the mil. 
take on which they are folndei W 
mee n to _— Rea fame rougher 
Ts the poveny of de. en dare. 


4 


"aig warmth and n 6 3 
W denoting the properties of fire,” hae 
phorically uſed to eupreſs thoſe of affe 
rion, and thoſe of anger or reſettmient.” "This 
circumſtance alone has probably given riſe to an 

22 — often. men and . 7 generally 


ECL in his . reſen ment, *— 
0 « quently? will be a bitter enemy: It would be juſt; 
as rational to ſay, © he will burn your fingers; for, 
it 1s only from reaſoning upon words without ic id AS, 
that either the one or the other can be a , = 


That render. affectionate; Arbe vhich. 


conſtitutes the character of a warm a ba fir 


di ſpoſes him even to forget himſelf fo r th the ſak lake, 
of the o object] beloved, is not more differens a 
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the n of natural fire, than from that pr . : 


10. 


and d ſelfiſh ſpirir which, inſpires "violent, ange 
pd reſrnement., To the firſt ( ggp Hp he f . 
poſer on of an gent writer) la —— Y 

145 tgurment; but the laſt, nds, his ſais: 


action (if that word can ever be applied; to fogh, 
A 1 — wi in the indulgence of his hatred, 
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Avery lirle en dhe real“ Mi litics, gf. 
theſe character, might ſurely be ſufficient to 


dt fv oo #8 Wy 


e Uh icy are widely ns, tod hs 
habit bf ag ſame words. to expr preſs kam, 
Has led to an ' habitual connexion 1 the eas 
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wert al 0 buld be found to be the | Te 


many Pgarik. no 
other inſtances, whe ere general obſervations 
cole 2 4 


have Min "received, merely becauſe the he 7 12 
Plaultb © 0 Aud are repeated fo often that 1 5 5 4 | 
ee dürfe without ame He | 
Am 0 lk öfnen? And wh 0 nen are - 
— ue bd DIE) of che) judgmer ents forme 
Miet ſiiſtarices, thoſe ejudes eln Hüft de 
niabie tö Hurfbarlefs e errors, Which will Gf t} gain 
ground, ; Meldfe cke y favour 2 eceived Spin.” 
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error, mould alone be fufficient to put "i 
guard againft it; but there is an addit 
reaſon for this, from the probability that they 
may be founded on obſervations drawn from the 
moſt unfavourable views of human nature; the 


effects of bad qualities being in general, more 
extenſive, and more apparent, than thoſe of 


ones, fince the laft are frequently employed in 
preventing miſchief, and they are ſcarce ever 
taken. | notice of. They alfo make the deepeſt 
impre non; for all are ſenfible of the evils" th 
1 ſuffered ; few pay ſufcient A. 
thoſ they bas dap. 
£ Te” Yu KID ad "299290 bed 10 257005 
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Such a diſcoyery is unavoidable. That there 
are vices and follies in the world, muſt berevident. 
to all who are not quite ſtrangers tou it; and 
there can be no dependa ce on a, favqurable. 
opinion founded on ignorance, and which time 
muſt deſtroy. It is when this i ignorance, is diſ- 
delledi (as it muſt be) that the proſpect of the 
l is opened before us, and opiniong are 
formed upon obſervation; and then the worſt 
Patt: gf t de conſequenees attending, xige and 
ſolly, are n general moſt expoſed to view, while. 
a greater degree of attention and penetratign, is 
negeſſary, to diſcover che humble excellence, and 
ſegret influence of virtue, 10 gonxincę us that 
actions are often. far different, from what they 
appear to be. — that our judgments. of, them. muſt 
always be uncertain, and. that therefore reaſon 
and Juſtice require us 0 be very diffident; of 
them; while candour teaches us to make eyery 
ene which. the gange of the caſe 
outs \ (according 
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ording to-thebeſt-view wir are able to cake) 
| en ent and charity gladly cheriſnies he 
hope that we might find reaſon- n more, 
if we were able to wok dngbe heart. At 
231190 Fi ul 448 JR e (31403 nqullige 
Bur while we -aduvice this: catidid and liberal 
r of judging, which belongs to an enlarged 
mind and a benevolent heart, we ſhould de che 
fame time be careful not to conſoundi it With 
falſe kind of benevolence, which ſometirdes 
afſfumes the appearance of the true and rends td 
produce very pernicious effects. This is, when 
mite, riot profons, are made the objedts/ f What 
is called goodinature; and excuſes are folint?"f66 
them, (conſidered in themſelves) not for che 
neee to be _—_ f theres 
1 is od} 21012 15 BI oli #115 3 1 50q- CL 
©T6Juitay or even palliate vice, is in 
with trurh, and beneath the dignity'of' virtue; 
and therefore can never belong to real candbur, 
An bio dor 5 Q4 which 
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wo 
which: is exerciſed on the eit 
perſqnz, not pn the crime itſelf. . 0 ns. 
means improbable, that many may have | 
intoy. error of this kind with very good i oy: 
n CON by an pe of indulgence 


but ah ſhould remember, that — 
to leſſen the horror of vice, muſt be a general 
inn n en, nn waging ; 


1755 a ay ſenſible, how Wen at tt. 
progreſs of vice is promoted, by the ſoftening 
i ee 490-48 wn 


repreſented. By ſuch. means abe mind hore . 
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grees grows e eee eee 
. as an object of deteſtation, had it 


Jet) 


been ſhown in its true colours; and oſs can 
3 | 4 1 | 


e "aſe J toe bs 
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_ Othersagiih are Jed into this wit of Fig 
and are glad to fhhd' e: 


cuſes for what they are conſcious of im Ui: 
EY and to ſhelter their ſelf-indulgence Under 
mn ung; towirds eher * * 

GM pond the workd, 0 er 
eee and aum, Perkildde Tierleben 
nente khey proneunek 6 
| a, arc really the effects of ttue 
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nnn is not the . bad eee FT 


very fevere im their cenſures upon the condi © 
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of others, and onndenining; without mercy, all 
thoſe. who. n to be in any A Homes 
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But it | ſhould . * ee obſerved; 
as a great and diſcriminating character of true 
candour, by which it may be diſtinguiſhed from 
all falſe pretences, that the motives by which it 
teaches us to be indulgent towards others, are 
ſuch as cannot have that effect when applied to 
ourſelves, if we ſhould ever indulge ourſelves in 
thoſe faults which we condemn in others 11! 
| E td GH. «7d hi WL "4 610 NH; NI. 21111 

We cannot fe their hearts, and know theiy- 
motives; and it is very poſſible that many an 
action which bs generally condemned, might, if 
all the circumſtances were known, appear to be 
really deſerving of commendation.'* Perhaps 
they could explain it, and clear themſelves from 
the blame [thrown on them, but are reſtrained 


THe Bo | from 
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doing it by. 2 for others or 
me other good and charitable: motive, which 
rages —_ willingly ſubmit to the cenſureithey 
might avoid, and dare to do right, not only 
thai t the, ſupport of that approbation witch 
thould.be the. conſequence of 1 it, but even When 
they no it will n them to. the eee; 
Wn LOG NG 62 ei of, 134 4339 n ls 
«Perhaps-from. ve $-Þ and n i 
of, eircumſtances which are known tous, thay) 
may have been induced to conſider the matter 
in a very different light, and with very good 
intentions may have done what e to us 
ſtifiable; ep 113014, eee Ut . 
1 A0 1811 cle le 44185 4037 ODE 
1 From ſuch AULLLAE ations: astheR i will often 
] pear, that u hat would be a fault in our fituaL 
- 2 * cireumſt ces, is really far otherwiſe 
= we can > pe kno to the contrary- 
| But 
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But even where there is no room for any 
conſiderations of this ſort, and where we cannot 
doubt that what we condemn was really a fault, 
{till the caſe is widely different betweett the faults 
of others, and our own. Their's might proceed 
from ignorance, prejudice, miſapptehenfion, and 
aà thouſand other cauſes, which he who con- 
demns it can never plead in his own FRO, if 
he ſhould be guilty of the like. They t 
have been hurried on to a& without teffectior 

but he who obferves and cenfures their conduct, 
eangot pretend that this is the caſe with bin 
They may not have been aware of an ae - 
quences which would attend their act i 


who ſees them, and condemns che 3 of 
them, may ſurely be upon his gunrd againff i It. | 
After the greateſt faults, and the longeſt devia- 
tions from what is right, they ray become ſen 

ible ,of their errors, and reform their lives; but 
he who dares * to indulge himſelf eren 
Ht in 
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W cht ſmalleſt fault, with a view to this; will 
nd his taſk become continually more and more 
ifficult, and has little reaſon to expect klar he 

mp. res cons it. SR: _ az 
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Thin reaſon and de teach us be end 

by ſhewing us how very uncertain our ji 

on the actions of others muſt always be: And 
how many circumſtances, with which we cahnbt 


poffibly be fully acquainted, may contribute tb 


alleviate their faults, though ng 5 


that endet in eee. oun. 


0 cher; 100 be ſenfible that there are A 


eutable in ourfetves, though” che greateſt ( br 
the caſt of ether ada 


ic x we cannot judge, and cat che 
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But true charity goes farther ſtill it thews 
us in all mankind our brethren and fellbw4&tex-. 
tures, for whom we ſhould be truly andd affecti- 
onately intereſted. It teaches us to grieve for 
their faults as well as for their fi ufferings; and 
ſincerely and earneſtly to wiſh their welfare, 
and endeavour to promote it. 
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He who! ſees 1 faults of others with real 
concern, vill not be inclined to aggravite them; 
nor can he delight to dwell upon them. He 
who enjoys all the good he ſees, will naturally 
wiſh to ſee all in the moſt favourable light, and 
that toi will contribute greatly to enable bim 
to do ſo. It will extend even to thoſe by WHO E 
faults he is himſelf a ſufferer; far from being 
deſirous of revenge, he will grieve for the of- 
fender, in this caſe, as in every other, and 


endeavour by the gentleſt means to bring him 
back to what is right. 
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Dur paſſions may oppoſe what reaſon and 
udgment approve; and without being able: to: 
filence, them, may yet often prove too ſtrong 

for them: but that charity which religion in- 
ſpires, muſt be firmly rooted in the heart. It 
exalts the affections to the higheſt object, and 
ſubdues the exceſs of paſſion by nobler and 
ſtronger inclinations. It extends its influence 

oyer the whole character, and is expreſſed! in 

the moſt trifling converſation, as well as in the 
maſt important actions. It is the ſource of all 
thoſe, diſpoſitions which are moſt amiable and 


pleaſing in ſociety, which contribute moſt to 


the happineſs of ourſelves and others here, and 
which will make us * wan hereaſter. 
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